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Campus Notes

Violinist returns to Carnegie Hall
Dr. Mihai Craioveanu of
the music faculty recently
made his second
appearance at Carnegie
Hall in as many years.
Dr. Craioveanu, a violinist and professor
of music, was invited for a return concert at
Carnegie Hall’s Weill Recital Hall, on
Sunday, March 23. He was accompanied by
pianist Irina Kats.
Hailed as “stunning...brilliant”, Dr.
Craioveanu has concertized to great acclaim
throughout Europe and North America.
Renowned musicians Radu Lupu, pianist,
and Jamie Laredo, violinist, describe him as
“very impressive” and a “superb violinist.”

Critics described his
Carnegie
Recital
Hall
debut
in
January of 2002 as
“fresh and distinguished with a keen
appreciation
of
proper style.”
Dr. Craioveanu
has
performed
sold–out concerts in
legendary concert
halls, including not
Mihai Craioveanu
only
Carnegie
Recital Hall but Palau de la Musica in
Barcelona and Atheneum in Bucharest. He
has performed on the internationally televised Hour of Power program at the Crystal
Cathedral in California, and on the television program Joy of Music, broadcast in the

“Quote, unquote”
Quote, unquote is an
eclectic sampling of
things said at and about
Hope College.
The college presented its 13th annual commemorative service and keynote address in
memory of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on
Monday, Jan. 20. The featured speaker was former
U.S. Senator Carol Moseley–Braun, who in 1992
became the first African American woman to be
elected to the U.S. Senate and is also the former
U.S. ambassador to New Zealand.
She presented “Giving Life to the
Declaration of Intent.” Moseley–Braun
harkened to the words of Dr. King, noting
that the Declaration when written offered a
promise not yet realized. For example, it
spoke of the “self–evident” truth that all men
were created equal, but in practice blacks and
Native Americans weren’t citizens, and
women and the poor couldn’t vote.
Generations of Americans in the years
since, she said, had helped realize the
promise. She noted that her own education
and political career reflected the gains. As an
African American woman she attended
college and then law school, and ultimately
won a Senate seat once held by a white male
who had legislated in favor of expanding
slavery.
Millions of individual voices together had
helped move the nation closer to the dream,
Moseley–Braun said. More such voices, she
continued, would be needed for progress to
continue.
She told of a Tennessee lawmaker who
cast the pivotal vote in his state’s pivotal
approval of women’s suffrage. He had been
moved to vote in favor by his mother. To
what anonymous voice, Moseley–Braun wondered, had his mother listened...
“We will probably never know who spoke
to his mother. What conversations she had.
Who encouraged her to write the letter that
changed his mind.”
“Every person, every voice, every contribution, makes a difference in creating a
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climate of opinion out of which comes policy
and from which laws are made...
“A climate of opinion shapes conduct as
well as perspective. It can change hearts as
well as minds. The triumph of the Civil
Rights Movement is a testament to the successful transformation of opinion achieved by
millions of individuals who wanted to see an
America as good as its promise. Those people
understood the essential message and vision
of our declaration of intent, and they gave it
life...
“Our generation’s legacy will be found in
the extent to which we preserve and invigorate the sacred rights that are at the heart of
our government. So long as working families’
healthcare hangs by a paycheck, it is our collective duty to devise a better system. So long
as the elderly poor have to choose between
food and medicine or heat and clothing, we
will have failed all our parents. So long as the
purveyors of drug and despair sow stress and
hopelessness among the young, our future as
a nation will be at risk. The rungs of the
ladder of opportunity are crafted in the classroom. So long as some have access and others
do not, we will compromise our nation’s
greatness...
“Every person makes a difference, for
good or for ill. America’s real contribution to
the world is a vision of individual importance
and liberty that again is as revolutionary
today as it was 200 years ago. It is up to us to
make this generation the one that transforms
that vision into a universal reality, and when
we work together to do that we give life to the
noblest tradition that makes us all Americans.
“Dr. King once said, ‘the arc of the moral
universe is long, but it bends towards justice.’
Making the Declaration of Independence live
up to its promise is one of the ways that we
can help bend that arc toward justice and
remains our personal and patriotic challenge.
“America’s value as a beacon of light and
hope to the world lies in its promise of social
justice, economic opportunity and the rule of
law. Keeping the light of that promise alive
for America and indeed for the world falls to
each of us, one issue, one person at a time.”

United States and worldwide.
He has appeared at renowned international music festivals such as Edinburgh
(Scotland), Banff (Canada), and Bodensee
(Germany). His performances have been
broadcast on major American television
networks, as well as on European and
Australian television. He has been featured on the international radio stations
Free Europe and Voice of America.
The Carnegie concert’s program included works by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart,
Richard Strauss, Henri Vieuxtemps, Ciprian
Porumbescu, George Gershwin (arranged
by Jascha Heifetz) and Pablo de Sarasate.
Dr. Craioveanu presented West
Michigan with a preview of the concert on
Sunday, March 9, in Dimnent Memorial
Chapel through the college’s Faculty
Recital Series.
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At top center, actor Anthony Zerbe helps sophomore Regan Walton of Lafayette,
Colo., prepare for a performance during his week–long residency. Please see page 12.
At top right, students and younger siblings enjoy a “dive–in” movie––a film shown
in the Dow Center pool––during Siblings Weekend. Special events of all sorts and
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Campus Notes
A NATION AT WAR: When classes
resumed on March 24 after the end of
spring break, the college focused on
helping students learn about the conflict
that had started the week before and to
deal with the stresses that come with
living in a nation at war––with particular
concern, in the latter case, for those with
relatives and friends serving overseas.
Those of the Hope family with the U.S.
military in Iraq include a current student:
freshman Gabriel Wise of Free Soil, Mich.
A member of the Marine Reserves, he was
called to active duty earlier this semester.
Discussion of the conflict has been
on–going on campus, in a variety of
venues, both preceding and since the start
of hostilities. Among others, in early
March Bruce van Voorst ’54, who is retired
after 35 years as a correspondent with
Newsweek and Time magazines, addressed
the developing situation with both the
Hope Academy of Senior Professionals
(HASP) and the Model United Nations
(more about his topics can be found on
page 14 in the “classnotes” section).
Shortly after the war began, a group of
faculty met to reflect together on appropriate ways to include discussion in their
classes. In addition, a peace vigil was held
on Wednesday, March 26, and a weekly
open forum for considering issues related
to the war is running Monday evenings.
The college would like to learn of
alumni who are serving with the U.S.
forces in Iraq and the region. Information
may be e–mailed to alumni@hope.edu or
mailed to: Hope College Public Relations;
attn news from Hope College; 141 E. 12th
St.; PO Box 9000; Holland, MI 49422–9000
SCHOLARSHIP HONOR: Andrew
Huisman, a junior from Zeeland, Mich.,
has received a prestigious Goldwater
Scholarship for the 2003–04 academic
year.
It is the sixth time
in seven years that
at least one Hope
student has received
one of the scholarships.
The scholarships
were awarded by
the
Board
of
Trustees of the Andrew Huisman
Barry M. Goldwater
Scholarship and Excellence in Education
Foundation to 300 undergraduate sophomores and juniors.
The Goldwater
Scholars were selected on the basis of
merit from a field of 1,093 mathematics,
science and engineering students who
were nominated by the faculties of colleges and universities nationwide.
The scholarships are for one or two
years, depending on the recipient’s year in
school, and cover the cost of tuition, fees,
books, and room and board up to a
maximum of $7,500 per year.
Huisman is a chemistry major and
physics minor. He hopes to go on to earn
a doctorate in physical chemistry and then
teach chemistry and perform independent
research at a college or university.
Two previous Hope Goldwater
Scholarship recipients, who received their
awards in 2001, are currently seniors: Lee
Kiessel of Suttons Bay, Mich., a physics
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Making a difference
Months of planning by hundreds of
students go into 24 hours designed to
have unending impact.

Hundreds of Hope students plan and participate in the
annual 24–hour Dance Marathon charitable fund–raiser each
spring with one simple but important idea in mind: “It’s for
the kids.”

and mathematics major; and Jody Murray
of Grant, Mich., a biology major.
ACCREDITATION INPUT SOUGHT:
Hope College is seeking comments from
the public about the college in preparation for its periodic evaluation by its
regional accrediting agency. The college
will undergo a comprehensive evaluation
visit on Monday– Wednesday, Sept.
22–24, 2003, by a team representing the
Higher Learning Commission of the
North Central Association of Colleges and
Schools. Hope College has been accredited by the Commission since 1915. The
team will review the institution’s ongoing
ability to meet the Commission’s Criteria
for
Accreditation
and
General
Institutional Requirements.
The public is invited to submit comments regarding the college:
Public Comment on Hope College
Higher Learning Commission

Dance Marathon is an annual student–organized charitable fund–raiser held on behalf of DeVos Children’s Hospital
in Grand Rapids, Mich.
This year’s marathon, the fourth, was held on Friday and
Saturday, March 7–8, in Phelps Hall, moved from the Dow
Center because men’s basketball was hosting an NCAA
playoff game. The event raised $67,638,30.
More than 180 dancers––primarily students but also
members of the college’s faculty and staff––went the duration.
Including the planning committee and hundreds more who
served 12–hour shifts as morale supporters or in other
behind–the–scenes roles, more than 600 students were
involved. Dance Marathon is a major activity for the college’s
Greek organizations, but involvement is campus–wide.
Fund–raising efforts on behalf of the event ran throughout
the school year. To help encourage the students during the
marathon itself, families whose lives have been touched by
the hospital offered testimonials and even took to the floor.
Since it was first held in 2000, Dance Marathon has
raised more than $177,000 on behalf of DeVos Children’s
Hospital.

North Central Association of Colleges
and Schools
30 North LaSalle Street, Suite 2400
Chicago, IL 60602
Comments must address substantive
matters related to the quality of the institution or its academic programs. Comments
must be in writing and signed; comments
cannot be treated as confidential.
All comments must be received by
Friday, Aug. 1, 2003.
CHEMISTRY ACHIEVEMENT: Hope
produced more chemistry graduates than
all but one other undergraduate liberal arts
college nationwide during 1999–2000.
Hope produced 30 chemistry graduates
between July 1, 1999, and June 30, 2000.
The only other undergraduate, liberal arts
college in the nation to graduate more was
St. Olaf with 38. The only other schools of
any type in Michigan with more were

Michigan State University and Wayne
State University, both of which also grant
master’s and doctoral degrees in chemistry, with 51 and 38 respectively.
The data was collected by the National
Center for Education Statistics (NCES) of
the Department of Education and reported
in the Monday, Feb. 10, 2003, issue of
Chemical & Engineering News.
GREEK GROWTH: Hope chapters of
two national Greek organizations have
joined the campus family of sororities and
sororities.
Students have formed chapters this
year of the Phi Sigma Kappa fraternity and
the Sigma Lambda Gamma sorority after
obtaining approval through the campus
governance system. Some 46 men have
joined the fraternity, and 10 women the
sorority.
(See “Campus Notes” on page six.)

3

Events
Dance

Academic Calendar

Spring Student Dance Concert––Monday–Tuesday, April
14–15
Knickerbocker Theatre, 8 p.m.
Admission is free.
Aerial Dance Theatre Spring Concert––Friday–Saturday,
May 16–17
Knickerbocker Theatre, 8 p.m.
Tickets are $7 for regular adult admission and $5 for senior citizens and students, and will be available at the door.
Cecchetti International Ballet Summer School Concerts––
Saturday, July 19
Knickerbocker Theatre, 1:30 p.m. and 3:30 p.m.
Admission is free.

Spring Semester
April 18, Friday––Good Friday. Classes not in session, but
not an official holiday
April 24, Thursday––Honors Convocation, Dimnent
Memorial Chapel, 7 p.m.
April 25, Friday––Spring Festival; classes dismissed at 1
p.m.
April 28–May 2, Monday–Friday––Semester Examinations
May 2, Friday––Residence halls close for those not participating in Commencement, 5 p.m.
May 3, Saturday––Alumni Day
May 4, Sunday––Baccalaureate and Commencement; residence halls close for graduating seniors, 7 p.m.
May Term––May 5–30
June Term––June 2–27
July Term––June 30–July 25
Summer Seminars––July 28–Aug. 1

Traditional Events
Honors Convocation––Thursday, April 24, 7 p.m.
Baccalaureate and Commencement––Sunday, May 4

Admissions
Campus Visits: The Admissions Office is open from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. weekdays, and from 9 a.m. until noon on
Saturdays. Tours and admissions interviews are available
during the summer as well as the school year.
Appointments are recommended.
Pre–Professional Day: Wednesday, May 21
For further information about any Admissions Office event, please
call (616) 395–7850, or toll free 1–800–968–7850; check on–line
at www.hope.edu/admissions; or write: Hope College Admissions
Office; 69 E. 10th St.; PO Box 9000; Holland, MI; 49422–9000.

De Pree Gallery
“Senior Show”––Friday, April 4–Sunday, May 4
Work by graduating Hope seniors.
The gallery is open Monday through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. and Sunday from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Admission is free.

Music
Wind Symphony and Orchestra Concert––Saturday, April
12: Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 8 p.m. Admission is free.
Faculty Recital Series––Sunday, April 13: Wichers
Auditorium of Nykerk Hall of Music, 3 p.m. Admission is
free.
Jazz Combos Concert––Monday, April 14: Wichers
Auditorium of Nykerk Hall of Music, 7 p.m. Admission is
free.
Anchor Band/Jazz Ensemble I Concert––Wednesday,
April 16: Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 8 p.m. Admission is
free.
Senior Recital––Saturday, April 19: pianist Noel Snyder of
Flushing, Mich., Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 2 p.m.
Admission is free.
Combined Choirs Concert––Tuesday, April 22: Dimnent
Memorial Chapel, 8 p.m. Admission is free.
Senior Recital––Wednesday, April 23: violinist Joseph
Deller of Dearborn, Mich., Wichers Auditorium of Nykerk
Hall of Music, 6 p.m. Admission is free.
Combined Senior Recital––Wednesday, April 23: sopranos Sonja Lytle of Sturgis, Mich., and Noelle Davids of Big
Rapids, Mich., Wichers Auditorium of Nykerk Hall of
Music, 8 p.m. Admission is free.
Gospel Choir Annual Spring Concert––Saturday–Sunday,
April 5–6: Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 8 p.m. Tickets are
$5, and are available at the campus ministries office in the
Keppel House.
Faculty/Student Trio––Sunday, April 6: pianist Charles
Aschbrenner of the music faculty, senior cellist Nicholas
Toben of Troy, Mich., and senior violinist Joseph Deller of
Dearborn, Mich., Wichers Auditorium of Nykerk Hall of
Music, 3 p.m. Admission is free.
Women’s Chamber Choir and 12th Street Harmony
Concert––Monday, April 7: Dimnent Memorial Chapel, 8
p.m. Admission is free.
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Summer Camps

An expanded program of science camps will be among
the many offerings for children this summer.

Theatre
The Birds––Wednesday–Saturday, April 23–26
By Aristophanes
DeWitt Center, main theatre, 8 p.m.
Tickets for Hope College Theatre productions are $7 for regular
adult admission, $5 for Hope faculty and staff, and $4 for senior
citizens and students, and will be available approximately two
weeks before the production opens. The ticket office is open
Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday from
noon to 5 p.m., and may be called at (616) 395–7890.

Hope Summer Repertory Theatre
The 32nd season opens on Friday, June 19. It is still being
finalized, and the rights are pending for all the shows listed.
Most shows will be in the DeWitt Center main theatre.
Guys and Dolls
Based on a story and characters by Damon Runyon, music
and lyrics by Frank Loesser, book by Jo Swerling and Abe
Burrows
The Game of Love and Chance, by Pierre de Marivaux
The Caine Mutiny Court Martial, by Herman Wouk
Once Upon a Mattress
Music by Mary Rodgers, lyrics by Marshall Barer, book by
Jay Thompson, Marshall Barer and Dean Fuller
The Guys, by Anne Nelson
Cabaret Show
Alpen Rose Restaurant
Plus two great children’s shows including Lilly’s Purple Plastic
Purse based on the book by Kevin Henkes.
The season runs through Saturday, Aug. 9. Tickets will range in
price from $8 to $26. For additional information, please call the
theatre ticket office at (616) 395–7890 on or after its Friday, May
23, opening date.

Visiting Writers Series
Tuesday, April 22––Bonnie Jo Campbell and Mong–Lan
The reading will be at the Knickerbocker Theatre at 7 p.m., with
live music by the Hope College Jazz Chamber Ensemble beginning
at 6:30 p.m. Admission is free.

Science Camps
Spine–Tingling Science (grades 3–5)––June 10–13
Nursing Exploration (grades 4–9)––June 10–13
Prehistoric Planet II (grades 3–5)––June 10–13
Stupendous Science (grades K–2)––June 10–13,
Disgusting Dissection (grades 5–8)––June 16–20
Fantastic Flight (grades 3–7)––June 16–20
Prehistoric Planet I (grades K–2)––June 16–20
Demented Dissection (grades 6–9)––June 23–27
Nursing––Breath of Life (grades 7–9)––June 23–27
The Mystery of Pharaoh’s Treasure (grades 3–7)
––June 23–27
Prehistoric Planet I (grades K–2)––June 30–July 3
Robo–Tech (grades 3–7)––June 30–July 3
Stupendous Science (grades K–2)––July 7–11
Outdoor Discovery Center (grades 3–6)––July 7–11
Demented Dissection (grades 6–9)––July 7–11
Extreme Engineering I (grades 4–6)––July 7–11
Space and Rocketry (grades 3–7)––July 14–18
Extreme Engineering II (grades 6–8)––July 14–18
For complete information, please check the science camp Web
site at www.hope.edu/academic/chemistry or call (616)
395–7640.
Soccer Camps
Day Camp––two camps: June 16–20, 23–27 (ages six–14)
Elite Camp––two camps: July 6–11, 13–18 (ages 11–18)
For more information, please call (616) 335–8103.
Youth Football Camp
“Dutchmen Shootout,” for teams: June 21
Youth Camp, entering grades three–five: July 21–23
Youth Camp, entering grades six–eight: July 21–23
Lineman’s Camp, entering grades nine–12: July 27–29
Skilled Position Camp, entering grades nine–12:
July 27–29
For more information, please call (616) 395–7690.
Boys Basketball Camps
Entering grades four–six: June 30–July 3
Entering grades seven–nine: July 7–11
Varsity Team Camp: June 20–21
Junior Varsity Team Camp: July 7–9
For more information, please call (616) 395–7690.
Girls Basketball Camps
Entering grades six–eight: July 14–18
Entering grades nine–12: July 14–18
Body training, entering grades six–12: July 15–19
For more information, please call (616) 395–7690.

Alumni and Friends
Alumni Weekend––Friday–Sunday, May 2–4
Includes reunions for every fifth class from ’38 through ’83.
For more information concerning alumni events, please call the
Office of Public and Alumni Relations at (616) 395–7860.

Instant Information
Updates on events, news and athletics at Hope may be
obtained 24 hours a day by calling (616) 395–7888.
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Legacies: A Vision of Hope

A vision for new connections
The benefits to students will
make the new Martha Miller
Center much more than the sum
of its parts.
The building will house the departments of communication and modern and classical languages, and the offices of
international education and multicultural life. The mix is
viewed as highly complementary, and anticipation is high
as faculty and staff of the programs envision ways that their
proximity will lead to interaction and collaboration.
The results will include an overall focus on global
awareness and cultural understanding that will enhance
Hope’s work in preparing students for life after graduation.
“Today’s college students will live and work in a world
that is, at the same time, both smaller and larger than the
world most of us have known,” said Dr. Nancy Sonneveldt
’62 Miller, who is dean for the social sciences and chair of
the Martha Miller Center Planning Team. “Smaller because
of the ease with which we communicate across great distances. Larger because as borders fade, even dissolve, we
will come into contact with more cultures, languages and
ethnicities than in the past.”
“The ability to communicate across language and
culture will be required of anyone going into business, government, education, ministry, social work, medicine and
virtually every other discipline,” Dr. Miller said. “We
believe that students who enter the building we envision
will acquire a broadened awareness and heightened sensitivity to diversity in many forms due to the particular
courses they take and the environment they experience.”
The sentiment is echoed by Glinda Rawls, director of
multicultural life, who values the increased connection of
her office to the academic program.
“It says something about the direction in which the
college is trying to go and move forward with the area of
diversity and multiculturalism, and marrying those issues
with the academic sector,” she said. “Certainly students are
going to benefit from the collaboration and interaction of all
our offices.”
The building also presents a leadership opportunity for
Hope, according to Dr. Lee Forester, associate professor of
German. “I really haven’t seen this configuration anywhere
else,” he said. “And I think Hope has a great chance here
to do an excellent building, excellent curricular move or
statement by putting this together.”
“It speaks to our interdisciplinarity,” Dr. Forester said.
“We’re interested in making connections across different

Legacies: A Vision of Hope, launched in October
of 2000, aims to raise $105 million by December. The
four primary initiatives are: renovating and expanding the Peale Science Center; constructing the DeVos
Fieldhouse; increasing the endowment; and general
campus improvements, including the construction of
the Martha Miller Center for communication,
modern and classical languages, international education and multicultural life. Thus far, the campaign
has raised more than $98 million.
For more information about the campaign, please
visit the college online at www.hope.edu or call (616)
395–7393. To make a pledge to the campaign, please
call (616) 395–7775.
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The new Martha Miller Center will foster new connections between the department of communication and the
department of modern and classical languages and communication, and the offices of international education
and multicultural life––presenting opportunities that should serve students well. The architect’s rendering above
shows the Columbia Avenue building as it will look from Phelps Hall.
disciplines––that’s what liberal arts is about. I think it’s a
logical outgrowth of our philosophy.”
The building was announced in the summer of 1999, following a $3 million leadership gift from the family of the
late Martha Muller ’24 Miller through her estate.
Initial planning included the burgeoning department of
dance, but it became clear that it made sense to keep the
performance discipline in the activity-oriented Dow Center
with expanded facilities. The college built a new dance
studio this summer when the weight room moved elsewhere in the building, and more space will open when
offices now in the Dow move to the DeVos Fieldhouse
when it is completed.
The college delayed developing a detailed outline for the
Martha Miller Center until the right site could be identified.
A natural choice emerged when the Holland Public Schools
closed Lincoln Elementary School on Columbia Avenue at
11th Street. Hope purchased the property in 2002.
Construction is waiting, though, until the college raises
another $6 million to fund for the $10 million project.
The support is eagerly awaited. The collective virtue in
the design follows individual necessity. All four programs
need homes that match both the way they have grown and
contemporary instructional standards.
For example, the number of students majoring in communication has nearly doubled in the past three years, from
65 to about 120, reflecting a broader trend. “Departments
of communication all around the Midwest are seeing
increases in enrollment,” said Dr. James Herrick, who is the
Guy VanderJagt Professor of Communication and chair of
the department.
Correspondingly, the department has many space
needs. In helping to meet them, the new building, Dr.
Herrick noted, will support the program’s breadth, balance
and emphasis on collaborative research with students.
The department of modern and classical languages is
one of the college’s largest, with 19 full–time faculty teaching 700 to 750 students each semester. Some 80 percent of
Hope’s students study language in their first or second
year.
The department is currently spread across three floors
in Graves Hall, built in the 1890s as a chapel and library.
The new building will bring the department together, and
will include a modern language laboratory and classrooms
wired for the Internet and other digital resources.
International education is currently in the Paul G. Fried
International Center, a house in the central campus.
Director Dr. Neal Sobania ’68 noted that while the location
does offer advantages, especially in providing a home–like
atmosphere for international students, its isolation is a
weakness. He feels increased connectedness will benefit
international students and U.S. students alike.
The office will be more prominent in its new location,

which will help enhance student awareness of the benefits
of study abroad. Plans are afoot to feature international
and ethnic art in the building, which Dr. Sobania hopes
will also help educate and interest students who visit the
building.
“For me the issue has been, ’What do we as an international education office do next to promote global
competency?,’ which is kind of the way I think about international education,” he said.
At the same time, the office will be its own suite within
the center, which Dr. Sobania noted should help preserve
the cherished home–like feel. Shared lounge space should
also make the building a popular mixing site, particularly
with neighboring multicultural life.

“ We’re interested in making
connections across different
disciplines — that’s what
liberal arts is all about.”
— Dr. Lee Forester
Associate Professor of German
The Fried International Center was dedicated in
September of 1990 in honor of Dr. Paul G. Fried ’46, who is
widely recognized for his role in developing international
education at Hope. It’s an office identity that Dr. Sobania
noted will be retained within the Martha Miller Center. In
fact, he sees the new building’s overall emphasis as a
further affirmation of Dr. Fried’s work.
“We still have Paul Fried to thank for his vision for
pushing for the founding of an international education
office and program,” he said. “The Fried Center for
International Education will be one component within the
Martha Miller Center, and I continue to think that’s very,
very important.”
Multicultural life will follow a model similar to that of
international education within the new building.
Currently housed in three places in two buildings, the
office will also have its own suite within the new center.
Having its staff and activity space together will definitely help the office in its work, but, like Dr. Sobania,
Rawls especially values the opportunities for interaction
that sharing space with other programs will promote.
“We’ve talked about creating in the building these
’third spaces’ where students can interact and exchange,”
she said.
“We will have the flow and traffic of students who want
to interact and connect and socialize,” Rawls said. “I think
those are important aspects of learning.”
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Campus Notes
(Continued from page three.)
Phi Sigma Kappa was founded in 1873
at the University of Massachusetts in
Amherst. Sigma Lambda Gamma, which
has a multicultural focus, began in 1990 at
the University of Iowa in Iowa City. Both
now have chapters across the nation.
The chapters join the 12 other Greek
organizations on campus: six fraternities
and six sororities, all local. In addition,
Hope also has a chapter of the Alpha Phi
Omega national service fraternity.
The local Greeks have a 139–year
history at Hope. The oldest, the Fraternal
Society, was brought to the college in 1864
by Hope’s first president, the Rev. Philip
Phelps Jr., from his alma mater of Union
College, where it began in 1834.
Currently, approximately 350 students
belong to a fraternity or sorority, about 11
percent of the student body.
STUDENT RESEARCHER HONORED:
Senior Alex Sherstov of Karaganda,
Kazakhstan, was named a finalist in the
national “Outstanding Undergraduate
Award” program sponsored by the
Computing Research Association.
Sherstov was one of four male and three
female students recognized as finalists in
the competition. The association honored
two students, one male and one female, as
award winners; two as runners–up; seven
as finalists; and 69 with honorable mention.
The competition recognizes undergraduate students who show outstanding
research potential in an area of computing
research. In addition to evidence of significant research contributions, the selection
committee also considers the student’s academic record and service to the community.
Sherstov conducted research at Hope
during the summer of 2001 as part of the
research team led by Dr. Michael Jipping,
associate professor of computer science,
and on an independent project during the
summer of 2002. He is also working with
the college’s engineering program to
design and develop hardware and software for teaching computer architecture to
non–science students.

Faculty Kudos
Miguel A. De La Torre, assistant professor of religion, is part of a team of
scholars developing a documentary on the
Americas that will be released via the
Public Broadcasting Service.
The project, Two Americas: The Legacy of
Our Hemisphere, will consider the Western
Hemisphere as dominated by two cultures, one shaped primarily by England
and the other by Spain. The five–part
miniseries is being prepared, according to
the production team, in light of the way
that the two cultures are increasingly
brought into contact, particularly through
the current, on–going wave of Latin
American immigration into the U.S.
“With this trend likely to continue, we
need a deeper understanding of the forces
that have shaped our rapidly shrinking
hemisphere,” the team notes in its online
overview of the project.
The series will explore the origins and
character of both cultures in examining the
challenges of the present.
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Graduation is May 4
The college’s 138th

Commencement
ceremony will be held
on Sunday, May 4, and
more than 600 seniors
will be participating.
The Commencement speaker, chosen
by the graduating class, will be Dr. Fred L.
Johnson III, assistant professor of history
at Hope. The Baccalaureate sermon will
be delivered by the Rev. Eugene Sutton ‘76
of Washington, D.C., who is canon pastor
at Washington National Cathedral, and
director of the Cathedral Center for Prayer
and Pilgrimage.
Commencement will be held on
Sunday, May 4, at 3 p.m. in Holland
Municipal Stadium. Baccalaureate will be
held on Sunday, May 4, at 9:30 a.m. and
11:30 a.m. in Dimnent Memorial Chapel.
Dr. Johnson joined the Hope faculty in
the fall of 2000. His primary field is 19th
century U.S. history, specifically the
Confederacy during the Civil War. Other
areas of study include the U.S. in the 20th
century, the U.S. military and Africa.
He is the author of two critically–
acclaimed novels, A Man Finds His Way,
published early this year, and Bittersweet,
published early in 2002.
Dr. Johnson is currently revising his
doctoral dissertation for publication.
Titled The Tracks of War: Confederate Rail
Policy and the Struggle for the Baltimore &
Ohio, it is a case study of the Baltimore &
Ohio Railroad during the Civil War to
determine whether or not, or to what
extent, the Confederate government had a
definitive strategy against it and other
United States railroads. He is also conducting research for a book on the history
of U.S. foreign policy in East Africa since
1945, and is interested in writing a biography of Henry O. Flipper, who was born a
slave and in 1877 became the first black
graduate of the United States Military
Academy at West Point.
Dr. Johnson grew up in the

Fred L. Johnson III, assistant professor
of history (and this year’s Commencement
speaker), is the author of A Man Finds His
Way, published by One World/Ballantine
Books of New York City.
The book focuses on the personal and
professional challenges faced by Darius
Collins, a history professor in Cleveland,
Ohio. Collins, who is African American,
weathers professional storms for opposing a university visit by a controversial
black activist who is also anti–semitic. A
divorced father who is struggling with the
dating scene, he faces an even greater
challenge when his troubled teenage son
is accused of rape. Along the way, he
reconnects with spiritual roots that had
been fostered in his youth by his
now–deceased minister father.
Publishers Weekly has noted that A Man

Dr. Fred Johnson

The Rev. Eugene Sutton ’76

Washington, D.C., metro area. He
received his bachelor’s degree from
Bowie State College in Maryland, and
his master’s and doctorate from Kent
State University in Ohio. His past career
experiences include serving as a corporate trainer and as an officer in the U.S.
Marine Corps.
His community involvement includes
serving on the board of the Lakeshore
Ethnic Diversity Alliance.
In addition to serving at Washington
National Cathedral, Rev. Sutton is an
adjunct member of the faculty of Wesley
Theological Seminary in Washington,
D.C., teaching courses in spirituality and
homiletics. In addition, he co–founded,
and serves on the board of, Contemplative
Outreach of Metropolitan Washington, an
ecumenical network of churches and individuals committed to centering prayer
and other Christian contemplative spiritual practices.
Prior to joining the staff of Washington
National Cathedral, Rev. Sutton was the
associate for spirituality and justice at St.
Columba’s
Episcopal
Church
in
Washington, D.C. He previously served at
several other parishes, including Covenant

Community Reformed Church in
Muskegon Heights, Mich., and as chaplain
of the Episcopal Diocese of New Jersey.
His past teaching appointments have
included Vanderbilt University Divinity
School, General Theological Seminary in
New York City, New Brunswick
Theological Seminary and Muskegon
Community College, where he also served
as chaplain.
Rev. Sutton spoke during the college’s
fall, 1993, Critical Issues Symposium,
“Race and Social Change in America,”
presenting the address “Been in the Storm
So Long: The Crucible of Race in the
Church.” He will receive a Distinguished
Alumni Award from the college’s Alumni
Association on Saturday, May 3.
He received the master of divinity
degree from Western Theological
Seminary, and did graduate studies in theology and communication at Princeton
Theological Seminary.
In the event of rain, Commencement
will be held at Zeeland High School,
located at Riley and 96th Avenue in
Zeeland. Admission to Baccalaureate, and
to Commencement if indoors, is by ticket
only.

Finds His Way “offers a thoughtful take on
some tough contemporary issues in job
politics and race relations,” and calls
Collins “an intelligent, well–drawn protagonist with believable strengths and
flaws.”
A Man Finds His Way is Dr. Johnson’s
second novel. His first book, Bittersweet,
was published early in 2002, and has
received critical acclaim. Essence called
Bittersweet “a book to curl up with on a
winter evening... an appealing tale of
sibling rivalry and revelry from a man’s
perspective.”
Peter Schakel and Jack Ridl are
editors of 250 Poems: A Portable Anthology,
published by Bedford/St. Martin’s Press.
Dr. Schakel is the Peter C. and Emajean
Cook Professor of English and chair of the

department, and Professor Ridl is a professor of English.
The book is a collection of poems,
arranged chronologically, from medieval
English ballads to works by recent
American poets laureate such as Rita
Dove, Robert Pinsky, and Billy Collins. It
features classics like John Donne’s “The
Flea,” Emily Dickinson’s “I heard a Fly
buzz ! when I died” and William Butler
Yeats’s “The Second Coming,” as well as
poems by contemporary ethnic poets such
as Sonia Sanchez, Li–Young Lee, Louise
Erdrich, Alberto Rios and Naomi Shihab
Nye. It includes a detailed biographical
note on each poet represented and a full
glossary of poetic terms.
The book is designed both for general
readers looking for a compact volume of
excellent poetry and for use in classes.
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State group honors two
Yolanda Vega ’88 of
Hope College Upward
Bound and Professor John
Yelding of the education
faculty each received
Michigan Campus
Compact (MCC)
Faculty/Staff Community
Service–Learning Awards
on Friday, Feb. 14.
The award is the highest that MCC
bestows on faculty and staff in the state of
Michigan. It recognizes the influence on or
engagement of students to be involved in
community service or service–learning
through modeling, instruction and/or
special projects. The award recipients are
nominated by peers at their institution.
“John Yelding and Yolanda Vega are two
outstanding individuals,” said Alfredo
Gonzales, associate provost at Hope.
“Connecting students to the larger world of
citizenship, civic responsibility and service
is something they do so well. In a way, both
John and Yolanda model for our students
what it is to live and serve in a democratic
society. We are very proud of their collective contributions––and are also very

Yolanda Vega ’88

John Yelding

pleased they are being recognized for the
excellent work they do with students and
for the betterment of our community.”
MCC presented 19 of the awards this
year as well as a lifetime achievement
award. The recipients were honored formally during a luncheon awards ceremony
at Central Michigan University in Mt.
Pleasant. The ceremony was held in conjunction with MCC’s Seventh Annual
Institute on Service–Learning, “Engaging

Students in a Disengaged Society.”
Vega has been assistant director of Hope
College Upward Bound, a program for high
school students, since 1995. She is also resident director of Scott Hall at Hope, working
with the college’s Phelps Scholars Program,
which focuses on exploring diversity.
From June of 1988 to May of 1990 she
was an English teacher at Holland West
Middle School. She was also an interim
multicultural counselor with the college’s

student development office from February
to May of 1990.
Vega was on the college’s admissions
staff from 1990 to 1993, and was director of
multicultural life from 1993 to 1995. For
nine years before her 1995 appointment she
had also worked with Upward Bound in a
variety of ways, including as a tutor–counselor and as a facilitator of parent and
student workshops.
Professor Yelding is an associate professor of education, and has been a member of
the Hope faculty since 1994. He also currently serves as president of the West
Ottawa Public Schools Board of Education.
His involvement at Hope has included
serving on the advisory boards of Hope
College Upward Bound; the Phelps Scholars
Program; and Project TEACH (Teachers
Entering A Career through Hope), a scholarship and mentoring program to encourage
minority students to become teachers. He is
director of the college’s “Encounter with
Cultures” course, which reaches more than
200 students each semester.
Prior to joining the Hope faculty,
Professor Yelding was principal of South
Haven High School. He had also been a
junior school and middle school principal in
Coloma, and held teaching positions in
South Haven and Covert. His honors
include being named Van Buren County
Principal of the Year in 1993.

Religion prof named to Jacobson chair
Dr. Steven Bouma–
Prediger ’79 of the religion
faculty has been named the
first holder of the John H.
and Jeanne M. Jacobson
Endowed Professorship.
The chair was established by the college’s Board of Trustees as a retirement
recognition in honor of Dr. John H.
Jacobson, who was Hope’s 10th president,
and his wife, Dr. Jeanne M. Jacobson, who
was an adjunct member of the Hope education faculty and a senior research fellow
with the college’s A.C. Van Raalte Institute.
The professorship is designated for a
tenured faculty member with a commitment
to the Christian faith who is an outstanding
teacher–scholar or artist and who proposes
to conduct a significant program of research
or creative activity. The chair is open to
faculty from any department, with appointment for a four–year term.
Dr.
Bouma–Prediger will hold the chair beginning with the 2003–04 school year.
“Steve Bouma–Prediger is a most worthy
recipient of the John and Jeanne Jacobson
Endowed Chair,” said Dr. James N. Boelkins
’66, provost. “The excellence of his teaching,
scholarship, service and commitment to the
mission of Hope College are readily apparent to everyone who knows Steve. His
humble spirit, his Christian commitment,
his love for students, his office full of books
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Dr. Steven Bouma–Prediger ’79
and his concern for the stewardship of
God’s creation all speak to the importance of
Steve to the Hope community. So, it was
with great enthusiasm that President
Bultman and I, with the concurrence of the
Deans’ Council, recommended Steve for the
Jacobson Endowed Chair.”
Dr. Bouma–Prediger has been a
member of the Hope faculty since 1994.
He was invited to deliver the college’s
Commencement address by the graduating Class of 1998, was elected the recipient
of the college’s “Hope Outstanding
Professor Educator” (H.O.P.E.) Award by
the graduating Class of 1999, and was
chosen by the college’s students to receive
the “Faculty Teaching Award” during

Homecoming in 2001.
He has written four books concerning
ecology and theology. His most recent, For
the Beauty of the Earth, won an “Award of
Merit” from Christianity Today in the theology/ethics category of the magazine’s “2002
Book Awards” program. In December of
2000, his book Evocations of Grace: Writings
on Ecology, Theology, and Ethics, which he
co–edited with Peter Bakken, was one of
only five books named “editor’s picks” book
of the year by Christian Century. His other
books are The Greening of Theology: The
Ecological Models of Rosemary Radford Ruether,
Joseph Sittler, and Jurgen Moltmann and, with
Virginia Vroblesky, Assessing the Ark: A
Christian Perspective on Nonhuman Creatures
and the Endangered Species Act.
A fifth book, Beyond Homelessness:
Christian Faith in a Postmodern Age,
co–authored with Brian Walsh, is forthcoming from Eerdmans Publishing Co. He is
also the author of numerous published
scholarly articles and essays, and has presented many papers and invited addresses.
For many years, Dr. Bouma–Prediger led
wilderness backpacking and canoeing trips,
a practice he continues for a Hope May
Term course focused on ecological theology
and ethics that he co–teaches in the
Adirondacks in upstate New York. He is a
member of numerous professional societies,
as well as the Evangelical Environmental
Network and the Macatawa Greenway
Partnership.
The Board of Trustees announced the
endowed professorship in conjunction with

the Jacobsons’ retirement at the end of the
1998–99 school year. Dr. John Jacobson had
been president since 1987, and Dr. Jeanne
Jacobson had joined the education faculty
and began her work with the A.C. Van
Raalte Institute in 1996. Although the
Jacobsons in retirement live in Sarasota, Fla.,
she continues to work with the institute
with emerita status.
During Dr. John Jacobson’s presidency,
Hope’s enrollment grew from 2,710 to 2,911.
The college’s growth is reflected in additions
to
campus
including
the
Knickerbocker Theatre (1988), Lugers
Fieldhouse (1991), DeWitt Tennis Center
(1994), Haworth Inn and Conference Center
(1997) and Cook Residence Hall (1997).
Academic highlights included one
national and two state “Professors of the
Year,” and the appointment of three students as “British Marshall Scholars.” Hope
was in the top 25 nationally among baccalaureate colleges as a source of Ph.D.
recipients from 1991 to 1995 in the natural,
physical and social sciences, according to a
report by the National Science Foundation
in 1997. Hope also became the only private,
four–year, liberal arts college in the country
to have national accreditation in art, dance,
music and theatre.
Also from 1987 to 1999, the college
implemented and successfully concluded
the Hope in the Future capital campaign,
which raised $58.1 million. Hope also conducted strategic planning for the current
Legacies: A Vision of Hope campaign,
announced in the fall of 2000.
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Faculty Profile

Decades of service, lasting impact
When the Class of

2003 marks the end of its
Hope tenure in May with
graduation, three
members of the faculty
will be marking the end
of theirs with retirement.
Retiring at the end of the school year are
Dr. Anne Irwin, professor of kinesiology,
athletic director for women and director of
intramural sports; Del Michel, professor of
art; and David Zwart ’64, associate professor
of education. Together, they have served
the college for a total of 80 years.
Dr. Anne Irwin was looking for a change
after two years on the faculty at Queen’s
College in New York. A friend knew that
there had been an opening at Hope. She
didn’t know if it was still available, but why
not call...
“I talked to Glenn Van Wieren,” Dr.
Irwin said. “He just happened to be the one
who answered the phone.”
“The more we talked,” she recalled, “the
more it looked like I was fitting the mold
exactly.”
Dr. Irwin was raised in a friendly Ohio
town, but after a couple of years in New
York had grown accustomed to big–city
brusqueness. What she encountered when
she visited Hope for an interview reminded
her of how things could be.
“I just remember going to this meeting at
quarter to seven in the morning, passing
people on campus, and people all stopping

Under Anne Irwin’s guidance, intramurals have grown into a popular activity
that involve nearly half of Hope’s students annually.
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to say ’Good morning’ and whatever as I
clutched my purse and peered behind
myself––because I had lived in New York
City for two years and anybody talking to
anybody made you think that they were
going to turn around and mug you,” she
said. “I’m thinking, ’Ohmigosh, I can’t
believe how friendly everybody is.’”
Dr. Irwin brought with her solid credentials as both a competitor and a
teacher–coach. The softball team she had
coached while doing graduate work at
Michigan State went on to win the College
World Series. She had competed regionally
in volleyball and field hockey, and nationally in fast–pitch softball and basketball.
The experiences served her well. During
her time at Hope, she has coached women’s
basketball, softball and field hockey, and
assisted in volleyball and women’s soccer.
She eventually stopped working with
other sports to run intramurals as her coaching focus. Under her guidance, the program
has grown from about 300 participants a
year in the late 1980s to nearly 1,500 today.
The program includes men’s, women’s
and co–educational competition, with sports
ranging from co–ed basketball to inner tube
water polo to bowling. Her emphasis for the
students has been on fun and love of the
experience, rather than winning and losing.
“My goal was to create an atmosphere
where it didn’t matter how good you were,”
Dr. Irwin said. “It was more the fellowship
and being with your team and trying.”
Dr. Irwin’s doctorate is in biomechanics
and engineering mechanics, a focus that
runs in tandem with an interest in computers. Not finding commercial software that
suited the intramural program’s needs, she
wrote Hope’s herself.
She joined Hope at a time of watershed
change in women’s athletics, as Title IX
mandated equity with men’s sports. While
she notes that the process hasn’t always
been easy and remains on–going, she
believes that Hope has gone about it in the
right way.
“The emphasis and the effort has always
been to make it equal and make it fair, equitable, for both,” she said.
Further, she noted, Hope has enhanced
the women’s program while keeping its
men’s sports strong. The result has been
national–calibre performances by men and
women both––including the 1990 national
championship for the women’s basketball
team.
Dr. Irwin will remain at Hope through
December of 2004. She is relinquishing her
role in athletic administration to concentrate
on teaching and running intramurals, for
which she is looking forward to having time
to develop more software.
When she does finish, she plans to run a
Web–based antiquing business. She also
anticipates
travel
between
her
Fennville–area, lakeside home and Florida.
When interviewed for this story, she had
just finished coordinating the league tournament in swimming. That experience, she
reflected, reinforced her first impression
from 1976.
“The people make Hope,” she said.

Having served Hope for more than eight decades combined, Del Michel (art), David
Zwart ’64 (education) and Anne Irwin (kinesiology) have had a significant impact on
Hope students.
“Everybody mentions that, and I really
think that’s it. “I can’t imagine hosting the
tournaments that we hosted and doing
those kinds of things without the camaraderie and the support from various facets
of the school that just make things so much
easier here.”
Professor Del Michel hadn’t planned to
stay at Hope College for 39 years.
He had just completed his master of fine
arts degree at the University of Iowa, and
Hope’s two–man department of art was a
place to start his artistic and academic
career.
It became the place he spent his career.
“From the very beginning, it’s been a
very nurturing environment for me creatively,” he said. “The administration from the
very beginning has been encouraging me to
be an artist––through summer grants, exhibitions, contacts through the college...”
Professor Michel has become internationally known as an artist in the decades since
1964. In recent years he has had three
exhibits in Queretaro, Mexico, a result of the
college’s exchange relationship with the
Autonomous University of Queretaro, and
two exhibits in the Netherlands.
His work has been exhibited in galleries
and shows worldwide, and included in
many private, corporate, university and art
museum collections.
The department of art––which now has
seven full–time faculty––has had five homes
since Professor Michel arrived in 1964.
From the fourth floor of Lubbers Hall, the
program moved to the basement of Phelps
Hall, a house at Ninth and College and the
old Rusk Building on 8th Street before settling in the De Pree Art Center in 1982.
De Pree is a former furniture facility.
Featuring big spaces and high ceilings, it has
been, he feels, ideal.
“The college allowed us to dream and
helped us to fulfill the dream,” he said.
“This place is probably one of the best facil-

ities of any liberal arts college I know of.”
Professor Michel’s studio space connects
directly to the painting studio in De Pree,
proximity that he has valued immensely as
a teacher. “I’ve been able to incorporate my
own work into my teaching in a way that I
wouldn’t have been able to have done,” he
said.
It is a crucial connection, he believes, and
a critical way that his creative work has
informed his work with students.
“An important part of teaching in the art
field is that art teachers are artists,” he said.
“I think it’s important that students see
that you struggle sometimes,” he said.
“Creativity isn’t something that you wait to
have happen. You make it happen.”

Anne Irwin brought
with her solid
credentials as both
a competitor and a
teacher–coach.
She joined Hope at
a time of watershed
change in women’s
athletics, as Title IX
mandated equity
with men’s sports.
Professor Michel has also valued what
Hope’s liberal arts perspective has brought
to students in the department.
“I think it’s the best setting for young
artists to develop,” he said. “I think the
focus becomes more conceptual than technical. We deal with the question of ’why’ as
well as ’how to,’ and I think the artist needs
to examine the ’why’ of things and also how
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the arts relate to life as a whole.”
In the same way, he feels that he and the
program both have benefitted from the
involvement of students pursuing a variety
of majors.
“I’ve really appreciated the contact with
students from a variety of fields––and
they’ve been good artists,” Professor Michel
said. “They bring in different perspectives,
and it’s also rewarding to see them develop
an aspect of their own intelligence and spirit

Del Michel is internationally known as
an artist. His work
has been exhibited
in galleries and
shows worldwide,
and included in
many private,
corporate, university
and art museum
collections.
that they would otherwise miss––either as
viewers or makers of art.”
As fresh as the experience remains for
him, Professor Michel admits that he isn’t
entirely comfortable thinking of himself as
“done” with teaching. “I probably enjoy
teaching as much now as I ever have,” he
said.
At the same time, though, he thinks it’s
time for a new focus. He and his wife Sally
are building a new home south of Sutton’s
Bay on the Leelanau Peninsula. There he
plans to open a studio, perhaps in Traverse
City, and paint full–time.
Professor David Zwart arrived at Hope

as a student never imagining that someday
he’d be back as a professor.
“It never entered my mind,” he said.
“Somehow it just happened.”
His parents had never been to college,
but they valued the experience for him.
They hoped he would attend a Christian
school, and so he traveled to the campus
from Grandville, met with teaching and
coaching legend Al Vanderbush ’29, and
looked around.
It was enough to set him on his path. “I
remember visiting and just liking the place,”
he said.
He spent three of his four undergraduate
years at Hope, with one in the middle at
Grand Rapids Community College. His
student experience included a distinction in
Hope athletic history: he was a member of
the 1962 men’s tennis team, the first––and
still only––MIAA team to defeat perennial
powerhouse Kalamazoo College in the sport
since 1935. “That’s probably one of my
crowning glories here at Hope College,” he
said.
Professor Zwart’s career passion, though,
has been education, which he attributes to
teachers influential in his own life.
“It was people like that that made me
think about getting into teaching,” he said.
“And I’ve always enjoyed children.”
After graduation, he spent the next 11
years in West Michigan, teaching and coaching in the Grandville and East Grand Rapids
schools.
He completed a master’s in school
administration along the way, and in 1976
he joined the faculty of Northwestern
College for six years, pursuing his doctorate
at the same time. In 1982 he returned to
Holland as principal and teacher of Rose
Park Elementary in the Holland Christian
Schools.
The move ultimately brought him back
to Hope in 1989.
He had been one of several area educators working with the college to develop a
proposal for a grant from the W.K. Kellogg

Del Michel has enjoyed his spacious De Pree studio as both a place to create his
art and to connect his work with students, who have studios of their own next door.
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David Zwart ’64 (back left) with participants in the Rosebud May Term that he
co–established to help provide Hope education students with crucial cross–cultural
experience.
Foundation of Battle Creek to help link the
college and local schools in enhancing elementary science education. He liked the
program so much that he sought the directorship.
He remained after the program concluded its four–year run, becoming director of
student teaching and certification.
Although Professor Zwart speaks lightly
about his role in Hope athletic history, his
contributions have included co–establishing, with colleague Professor Susan Mooy
’64 Cherup, the long–running May Term at
the Rosebud Indian Reservation in South
Dakota. He feels that such cross–cultural
experiences are crucial.
“I think in today’s world it’s important
that we have a bigger perspective as we
work with children,” he said. “It’s excellent
for our students.”
He appreciates that the May Term has
prompted some of its alumni to seek positions in communities in need, such as urban
Chicago or in Honduras. Some have even
returned to the reservation itself.
Professor Zwart won’t be retiring completely in May. He is going to be back next
year doing some teaching, and also hopes to
work with the May Term through 2004.
His priorities, though, have long included volunteering. In 1999, he and his wife
Karen received the Vera Mulder Award,
given annually to the Holland area’s out-

standing volunteer, for service to organizations ranging from the Villa Aurora
emergency shelter, to the Holland CROP
Walk for hunger relief and Kids Hope USA.
Retiring, he noted, will allow him to do
more.
“It’s more time for me to give back. It’s
more time to do some Habitat for Humanity
builds, and work with other volunteer organizations,” he said.

Teachers influential in
his own life brought
David Zwart ’64 to
choose a career as
an educator. He
brings to his work a
service focus that
in retirement will
manifest itself as
continued involvement
as an active volunteer
in the community.
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Winter Sports Roundup

Lots to celebrate
as athletes excel
Hope’s rich tradition of excellence
in intercollegiate athletics has
never been more evident than
during the recently completed
winter sports season.
Three of the four winter championships in the Michigan
Intercollegiate Athletic Association (MIAA) were won or shared
by Hope teams. All four teams were represented in NCAA
championship play.
Hope basketball fans were treated to unprecedented success
as the men’s and women’s teams combined for a cumulative
54–6 season record. The MIAA’s most valuable basketball
players both came from Hope. Seniors Amanda Kerkstra and
Don Overbeek took similar paths to Hope having graduated
from the same high school (Calvin Christian in suburban Grand

Rapids, Mich.). They each excelled at center and ended their
careers as All–Americans.
The Flying Dutch won a fourth consecutive MIAA championship and were the last team in all of NCAA Division III
women’s basketball to have an unbeaten record.
The Flying Dutchmen shared the MIAA men’s championship with Albion in a season climaxed by the 500th coaching
victory for Glenn Van Wieren.
Hope claimed a league–record 20th MIAA women’s swimming crown.
The success of the winter sports teams has given Hope a
commanding lead for the MIAA Commissioner’s Cup, which is
presented to the member school with the best cumulative performance in all 18 of the MIAA–sponsored sports. In addition
to topping the Commissioner’s Cup standings, Hope was also
ahead in the MIAA men’s and women’s all–sports races.
On the national level, Hope ranks 24th out of 248 Division III
colleges after the winter season in the Directors’ Cup standings
of the National Association of Collegiate Directors of Athletics.

Women’s Basketball

Hope’s ice hockey club program gained in stature with
a second place finish in the national tournament.
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The Flying Dutch recorded the first undefeated regular
season in Hope women’s basketball history enroute to winning
the conference championship and a berth in the NCAA Division
III playoffs.
Coach Brian Morehouse’s Dutch reeled off 31 consecutive
victories before bowing in the NCAA Sectional tournament
championship game. The men’s basketball team was undefeated during the regular season twice (1983–84 and 1994–95) and
the 1995–96 team finished with 32 victories.
The Flying Dutch won the MIAA championship a fourth
consecutive year, compiling a 104–12 overall record. The team
gained a berth in the NCAA playoffs for the seventh time in
school history by winning the conference tournament.
The traditional net–cutting at the end of the MIAA tournament championship game had a special meaning for the team.
After each player and coach had climbed a ladder to snip a part
of the net, it was presented to Mrs. Connie Hinga ’49 Boersma,
widow of longtime Hope fan Max Boersma ’46 who died in
January. The team also dedicated the season to Mr. Boersma’s
memory.
Senior Amanda Kerkstra of Grandville, Mich., was named a
Division III Kodak All–American by the Women’s Basketball
Coaches Association. She ended her career as Hope’s alltime
leading scorer with 1,521 points. This season she became the

Senior leadership was pivotal to the success of Hope’s bask
MIAA MVP seasons while durable Amy Baltmanis started in
first Hope player to lead the MIAA in scoring, averaging 16.5
points a game.
Senior Amy Baltmanis of Paw Paw, Mich., will go into the
record books as the most durable player in Hope basketball
history. The All–MIAA guard started in every game from her
first as a freshman to the last as a senior –– a string of 116 consecutive games. Research by the Hope College sports
information office determined that no player in NCAA Division
III women’s basketball history compiled a longer streak.
The accomplishments of coach Brian Morehouse ’91 were
acknowledged by his peers when he was named the Russell
Athletic/WBCA District Coach of the Year for the second time
in three years. In seven seasons as coach, Morehouse has
guided the Flying Dutch to a 155–41 record, including 81–17 in
league games.

Men’s Basketball
Nationally ranked the entire season, the Flying Dutchmen
enjoyed their 24th consecutive winning campaign and
climbed back atop the Michigan Intercollegiate Athletic
Association.
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The MIAA tournament championship game victory also
marked a milestone for longtime coach Glenn Van Wieren
’64. It was the 500th over his 26–year coaching career. With
victory assured, Hope students attending the championship game rushed on to the floor and hoisted Van
Wieren on their shoulders in tribute to the accomplishment.
Hope’s NCAA tournament run was short–lived as the
Flying Dutchmen bowed to Wisconsin–Oshkosh in the
second round, 84–77.
The Flying Dutchmen finished with a 23–5 record
marking 22nd consecutive year that Hope has won 15 or
more games in a season. One of Hope’s victories was over
Reformed Church sister–college Northwestern, Iowa,
which went on to win the NAIA Division III national
championship.
Senior Don Overbeek of Wyoming, Mich., was voted the
MIAA’s most valuable player. He also received all–region
honors from the College Basketball Coaches Association
and national recognition as a second team Division III
All–American by d3hoops.com.
Overbeek and senior captain Chad Carlson of Holland,
Mich., joined a men’s basketball honor roll of players who
have scored more than 1,000 points in their career.
Overbeek ended with 1,259 points and Carlson with 1,034.
A unique feature of Hope sports teams over the years
has been the number of siblings who have competed
together. This year brothers Chad and Jeff (a freshman)
Carlson were in the starting lineup together most of the
season.

The Flying Dutchmen had three All–America performances at the NCAA championships. Slagh finished
seventh in the 200–yard freestyle. He counted 11 career
All–America efforts.
Two freestyle relay teams (200 and 400 yards) also had
All–America finishes. The relay members included freshman Travis Barkel of Zeeland, Mich., Hamstra, sophomore
Jeff Heydlauff of Chelsea, Mich., Ornee, and Slagh.

Ice Hockey
The Hope ice hockey club team continued to excel
nationally, finishing second in the American Collegiate
Hockey Association tournament. A year ago the Flying
Dutchmen were fifth in their first national tournament
experience.
After winning three games to advance to the finals, the
Flying Dutchmen were defeated in the national championship game by Muskegon Community College 4–2.
Two seniors were named all–tournament team: defender Scott Van Timmeren of Holland, Mich., and goalkeeper
Ben Von Eitzen of Vicksburg, Mich. The team is coached
by Chris Van Timmeren ’97.

Swimming & Diving

ketball teams. Amanda Kerkstra (left) and Don Overbeek had
a record 116 consecutive games.
A pair of clutch victories on the road in the final week of
the regular season gained the Flying Dutchmen a league
co–championship with Albion. It was a record 31st MIAA
crown for the Flying Dutchmen.
A complicated tie–breaker formula to determine the
host and top–seeded team in the conference tournament
resulted in a coin toss which Hope lost, sending the Flying
Dutchmen to Albion for the post–season classic which
determines the MIAA representative to the NCAA championships. And on top of all that, Hope was paired against
rival Calvin in the semi–finals in a gymnasium that sits
only 1,300 people.
The 152nd renewal of this storied rivalry, played on a
neutral floor for only the fourth time since it began in 1920,
was not for the faint of heart going into overtime before
Hope prevailed 81–80. Amazingly, only 13 points separate
these two teams over all the games that have been played.
The victory sent the Flying Dutchmen into the championship game against the host Britons. Using outstanding
defense, the Flying Dutchmen prevailed 61–48 to advance
to the Division III playoffs for the 17th time in school
history.

pril 2003

Hope’s most decorated women’s athletic program
added another MIAA championship to its collection as the
Flying Dutch won the conference swimming meet.
The Flying Dutchmen, meanwhile, finished runnerup in
the men’s championship and went on to place 13th at the
Division III nationals.
Coach John Patnott has guided Hope swimming teams
to 25 MIAA championships and the accomplishments at
nationals raise to 105 the number of All–Americans under
his tutelage.
Hope placed 13 swimmers on the All–MIAA team. Two
seniors, Erin VandenBerg of Beverly Hills, Mich., and Brian
Slagh of Zeeland, Mich., each received All–MIAA honors a
fourth consecutive year.
The achievement of Erin
VandenBerg was especially meaningful because her older
sister Betsy ’01 was also an All–MIAA swimming four consecutive years.
Also receiving All–MIAA honors junior Audrey Arnold
of Richmond, Ind., senior Daniel Bouwens of Zeeland,
Mich., freshman Lisa Ekdom of Holland, Mich., sophomore
Kari Foust of Plymouth, Mich., junior Chris Hamstra of
Zeeland, Mich., junior Ian Kobes of Holland, Mich., freshman Meagan O’Neil of Troy, Mich., freshman David Ornee
of Zeeland, Mich., senior Kelly Parker of Battle, Creek,
Mich., and junior Michelle Smith of Olympia, Wash.,
sophomore Erika Steele of Portage, Mich.

Senior Brian Slagh achieved NCAA All–America honors
11 times during his career.
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Campus Profile

Residency adds Emmy–winning perspective
It’s Wednesday,
halfway through
Emmy–winning actor
Anthony Zerbe’s
week–long residency.
He is working one–on–one with 10
Hope students, preparing them for “Off
the Page,” a Friday evening event that will
feature their individual spoken–work presentations. It is a chance for them to learn
from a performer recognized as one of the
country’s most versatile actors.
Sophomore Regan Walton of Lafayette,
Colo., has been rehearsing “Curiosity, as
Mused by Eleanor Roosevelt.” Zerbe has
been encouraging her to express the ideas
in her own voice, based on her experience.
He compliments her for the flawless
run–through.
He next asks for her copy of the script,
which has been lying, unused, across the
room.
And then he tears it in half.
“Don’t you dare look at this. Ever.
Just say it the way it is,” he says.
Is it frightening to have the net
removed? Sure. But it is also, Zerbe
notes, “totally freeing,” and in any case
he is convinced she doesn’t need the
script any more. “I’m real clear about
how you felt about these complicated
ideas,” he tells Walton.
Zerbe is a veteran of theatre, television
and film. His credits range from Mission:
Impossible and Bonanza in the 1960s, to the
forthcoming Matrix sequels. He has
played Cyrano and Othello’s Iago on
stage. He won an Emmy for his portrayal of Lt. Trench in the 1970s detective
series Harry–O. He has been in major
films including They Call Me Mister Tibbs,
Papillon and Star Trek IX: Insurrection.
He was at Hope two years ago, in
March of 2001, with actor Roscoe Lee
Browne to present “Behind the Broken
Words,” a production of poetry, drama
and comedy, through the Great
Performance Series. Their visit––especially the additional time they spent with
students––was such a hit that series coordinator Derek Emerson ’85 wasted no
time in booking Zerbe for a return
engagement.
Zerbe began his most recent tenure
with his one–man show “It’s All Done
with Mirrors... an avalanche of e e cummings,” an appearance the college
extended to two nights due to audience
demand. Based on his experience in 2001,
Zerbe welcomed the chance to return and
stay longer.
“I liked the place,” he said. “It’s a
good school. Good kids––bright. A
beautiful town.”
He approached his residency hoping
to add to the students’ experience while
being careful not to be at odds with the
theatre program. “I didn’t want to walk
over or be in conflict with something that
the faculty is working on,” he said.
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For his part, Professor John Tammi of
the theatre faculty couldn’t be more
pleased––not only with Zerbe’s visit,
which also included speaking to a playwriting class, but with the opportunity
that such residencies provide for students
in general.
“Right from the beginning, we wanted
to do everything we could to bring
people here,” said Professor Tammi, who
is director of theatre at Hope and has
been with the college since 1968. “That
philosophy, that spirit, has been here all
along.”
Zerbe’s visit marked 30 years since
another well–known performer worked
closely with students. In 1973, Jose
Ferrer––an Oscar winner for his portrayal
of the title character in the film Cyrano de
Bergerac––directed students in the premiere of his musical version of Rostand’s
popular drama.
Countless outside professionals––
actors, song writers, playwrights, directors––have spent time with the
department during the years in between.
The long–running Hope Summer
Repertory Theatre, Professor Tammi
noted, also began as a way of connecting
the program with working professionals
from beyond West Michigan.
Such interaction is also not the prerogative of theatre alone. The department of
music regularly schedules masterclasses
featuring visiting musicians. A guest
artist is always a part of the department
of dance’s major annual concert in March,
and the New York–based Contemporary
Motions Dance Company stays in–residence each spring in addition to
performing in April. Artists–in–residence have complemented the program
in De Pree. The authors who read

A week–long residency gave students an opportunity to work with
internationally–known actor Anthony Zerbe. The photos on this page show him with
junior Tim Heck (above) of Libertyville, Ill., and Regan Walton (lower left) of
Lafayette, Colo., as they prepare for a spoken–work performance in January.
through the popular Visiting Writers
Series regularly connect with students
during dinner or appearances in classes.
Visiting speakers in the sciences meet
with students. The list goes on.
Beyond the perspective and insights
that such guests can contribute, Professor
Tammi values the humanizing effect of
the visits.
“Students find that these professionals––these people who are out there
working in the profession, even people
that they may recognize because they’ve
seen them in films or television––when
they meet them, they discover that
they’re by and large ordinary people,” he
said. “And that’s a lesson in itself.”
“I always ask students, ’Where do you
think that people in New York and California
come from?’ They come from places like
Holland, Michigan,” he said. “It gives them
another sense of the possibilities.”
Zerbe’s visit also shows how the most
can be made of opportunities, resources
and generosity. He was brought to
campus through the Great Performance
Series. Additional support from the
Patrons for the Arts enabled the college to
expand his stay, to the students’ benefit.
“It was a rare treat to have a performer
of the caliber of Anthony Zerbe in our
community,” said Jim Brooks of Holland,
who co–chairs the Patrons with his wife
Donna. “It demonstrates the possibilities
that a partnership between college and
community affords.”
The students who worked with Zerbe
represent a variety of programs. Some
are studying theatre, but their fields also
include communication, elementary and
secondary education, English, political
science and studio art.
Junior Tim Heck of Libertyville, Ill., is
a theatre major. He was continuing his

positive experience with Zerbe in 2001.
“I saw him two years ago and sat in on
that discussion that he held afterwards,
and was quite anxious to possibly work
with him,” Heck said. “We loved it. He
just talked about being an actor, and
about absorbing art and living with all of
oneself. It was great.”
Heck started with a piece by Carl
Sandburg, but in the end was encouraged
by Zerbe to share more of himself and his
own voice in presenting “To a
Contemporary Bunkshooter” during the
January 17 performance. He feels the
lessons will apply well.
“I hope to use this kind of stuff wherever I go,” he said. “Not ’putting on’ this
role, but bringing yourself to the role. It
makes it all that much more rich and also,
I think, more fulfilling for you.”
Walton is interested in international
studies and communication. She signed
on intending to enhance her presentation
skills and use of voice, but also found that
Zerbe challenged her to think deeply
about her own connection to the material.
“I learned a lot. I learned perhaps
more about who I am, what’s going on
inside my head,” she said. “It was a very
introspective project, which is not what I
was expecting at all.”
It is an experience that she, too, feels
will serve her beyond the presentation
itself. And it is one, she noted, that she
appreciates having had.
“I think it is a really unique experience
that is open to students at a smaller
college, at Hope in particular, that wouldn’t be available at a larger university,”
she said. “Working with Anthony Zerbe
was an unusual opportunity and I am
extremely grateful to Derek Emerson and
Hope College to have been given the
chance.”
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Alumni News

Alumni Association honors four
The Hope College Alumni Association will present
four graduates with Distinguished Alumni Awards
during the college’s Alumni Day on Saturday, May 3.
Being honored this year are: Dr. Lawrence Schut ’58 of
Maple Lake, Minn.; the Rev. Canon Eugene Sutton ’76 of
Washington, D.C.; Barbara Timmer ’69 of Washington,
D.C.; and Johnnie Tuitel ’88 of Grand Rapids, Mich.
The Rev. Eugene Sutton is canon pastor at
Washington National Cathedral, and director
of the Cathedral Center for Prayer and
Pilgrimage. Through his ministry he has met
with many of the world’s religious and spiritual leaders, and has prayed, worshipped and
reflected with several members of Congress
and other national leaders.
He is an adjunct member of the faculty of
Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington,
D.C., teaching courses in spirituality and
homiletics. In addition, he co–founded, and
serves on the board of, Contemplative
Outreach of Metropolitan Washington, an
ecumenical network of churches and individuals committed to centering prayer and other

Dr. Lawrence Schut ’58
Dr. Lawrence Schut is a neurologist
currently serving with the Centra Care
Clinic in St. Cloud, Minn., St. Cloud
Hospital and the University of Minnesota
Hospital & Clinics in Minneapolis.
His other staff appointments through
the years have included serving as neurological coordinator of the North Memorial
Medical Center in Minneapolis from 1972
to 1983; as medical director of the
Minneapolis V.A. Medical Center’s
Geriatric Research, Education and Clinical
Center (GRECC) from 1983 to 1989; and as
medical director of the United Pain Center
of United Hospital in St. Paul, Minn., from
1992 to 1994. He was in private practice
with the Minneapolis Clinic of Psychiatry
and Neurology from 1967 to 1983.
Between 1967 and 2000 he taught at the
University of Minnesota Medical School,
from which he holds his medical degree.
He received the “Outstanding Teacher
Award” from the St. Cloud Hospital residency program in 2000.
Dr. Schut’s research emphasis has been
on a degenerative neurological disorder
called hereditary spinocerebellar ataxia, a
fatal disease with a personal implication:
more than 65 members of his family have
been afflicted. He was among the physicians who provided the clinical support to
the molecular geneticists at the University
of Minnesota and Baylor University who,
in 1993, discovered the gene abnormality
which causes the disease. He discussed
the work during a Biology Seminar at
Hope.
He is medical director of the National
Ataxia Foundation, from which he
received a “Lifetime Commitment Award”
in 1999, and is a board member of Audio
Scriptures International (ASI) located in
Escondido, Calif. His community involvements have included serving as an elder at
both Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church and
Faith Presbyterian Church.
He and his wife, Loretta, have five children: Sherry Yoder, Maribeth Bolstad,
Ronald Schut ’81, David Schut and L.
James Schut ’93.
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The annual Distinguished Alumni Awards are
presented by the Alumni Association Board of
Directors in recognition of the awardees’ contributions
to society and service to Hope. The award, presented
during the college’s Alumni Banquet, is the highest
honor that alumni can receive from the college’s
Alumni Association.
Rutgers University.
Barbara Timmer became Assistant
Sergeant at Arms for the United States Senate
in January, 2003, and prior to that served as
Assistant Secretary of the Senate. She is currently responsible for all information
technology issues for the Senate.
Timmer’s government service also
includes her appointment in 1989 as the
General Counsel for the Committee on
Banking, Finance and Urban Affairs of the
U.S. House of Representatives, during which
time she was asked to participate in the first
U.S. delegation to the European Bank for
Reconstruction and Development. During
the savings and loan crisis of the late 1980s,
she was Senior Counsel to the Federal Home
Loan Bank Board and the Federal Savings
and Loan Insurance Corporation.
Her political experience also includes
serving a two–year term, beginning in 1982,
as the elected Executive Vice President of the
National Organization for Women (NOW).
Timmer holds a law degree from the
University of Michigan, and prior to joining
the Senate staff had been with a technology
company in San Francisco, MyPrimeTime
Inc.; Home Savings of America, as vice president for legislative and regulatory affairs;
and, the ITT Corporation, as director of legislative and regulatory affairs.
Among other honors, she received the

The Rev. Eugene Sutton ’76
Christian contemplative spiritual practices.
Prior to joining the staff of Washington
National Cathedral, Rev. Sutton was the
associate for spirituality and justice at St.
Columba’s Episcopal Church in Washington,
D.C. He previously served at several other
parishes, including Covenant Community
Reformed Church in Muskegon Heights,
Mich., and as chaplain of the Episcopal
Diocese of New Jersey.
His past teaching appointments have
included Vanderbilt University Divinity
School, General Theological Seminary in
New York City, New Brunswick Theological
Seminary and Muskegon Community
College, where he also served as chaplain.
Rev. Sutton spoke during the college’s
fall, 1993, Critical Issues Symposium, “Race
and Social Change in America,” presenting
the address “Been in the Storm So Long: The
Crucible of Race in the Church.” He will also
deliver this year’s Baccalaureate sermon.
He received the master of divinity degree
from Western Theological Seminary, and did
graduate studies in theology and communication at Princeton Theological Seminary.
His wife, Sonya Subbayya Sutton, is
associate director of music at St. Alban’s
Church in Washington, D.C. Their blended
family includes Sophia (16) and Stefan (12)
at home, and his two grown sons in New
Jersey: Benjamin, who works in Princeton,
and Kyle, who graduates this spring from

Timmer and the late J. Norman Timmer ’38,
who died on February 19, received
Distinguished Alumni Awards from Hope
in 1980.
Johnnie Tuitel is a professional motivational speaker and co–founder and director
of development of “Alternatives in Motion.”
Complications related to his premature
birth left Tuitel with cerebral palsy. His
parents rejected doctors’ advice to institutionalize him, and raised him on their own.
In 1974, he became the first student with a
disability to be mainstreamed into the local
public schools.
As a Hope freshman, he spoke to one of
the college’s “Exceptional Child” classes at a
friend’s encouragement. The experience
established a role that continues.
In the years since college, Tuitel has
focused on educating audiences about acceptance and helping people with disabilities
become more mobile. He has given hundreds
of presentations to sports teams, schools and
universities, charitable organizations and
businesses. He co–wrote the four–volume
Gun Lake Adventure Series, which features a
pre–teen protagonist who uses a wheelchair.
In 1995, he and George Ranville ’78
co–founded Alternatives in Motion to
provide wheelchairs for people who, for
insurance or other reasons, cannot afford
them. The charity has since donated more
than 300 wheelchairs.
In addition, Tuitel has continued to share
his perspective with Hope students through
the years, including speaking to “Exceptional
Child” classes, athletic teams and Greek
organizations.
In 1997, former President Gerald R. Ford
presented him with the WOOD TV8 Unsung
Hero Award. He has also received the
National Easter Seals Society’s prestigious
EDI (Equality, Dignity, Independence)
Award and the United Way of Michigan’s
Speaker of the Year Award. He serves on the
state’s commission on disability concerns.
He and his wife, Deb, have three young
children.

Barbara Timmer ’69
National Affordable Housing Award in 1991
and the NYC/YWCA Outstanding Woman
Award in 1993. She is listed in the current
editions of Who’s Who in America, Who’s
Who in American Law and Who’s Who in
American Women.
Timmer is a member of the college’s
Second Century Club, and regularly attends
alumni events in Washington, D.C. She has
had Hope Washington Honors Semester students serve with her as interns while
working at the Senate.
She is active in her local Episcopal church,
where she was recently elected as a member
of the Vestry.
Her parents, Barbara Dee Folensbee ’43

Johnnie Tuitel ’88
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Alumni News
Class Notes
News and information for class notes, marriages, advanced degrees and deaths are
compiled for news from Hope College by Greg
Olgers ’87.
News should be mailed to: Alumni News;
Hope College Public Relations; 141 E. 12th St.; PO
Box 9000; Holland, MI 49422–9000. Internet
users may send to: alumni@hope.edu
All submissions received by the Public
Relations Office by Monday, March 10, have been
included in this issue. Because of the lead time
required by this publication’s production schedule, submissions received after that date (with the
exception of obituary notices) have been held for
the next issue, the deadline for which is Tuesday,
May 6.
A number of the entries in this issue for the
Classes of ’91 and ’96 have been gleaned from the
2001–02 Annual Report published by the college’s
department of chemistry. news from Hope College
periodically borrows from such departmental
newsletters so that the information can be
enjoyed by as broad an audience as possible.

30s

1930s

Ti Van Haitsma ’32 of Holland, Mich., participated in the Dance 29 concert at Hope College on
Thursday through Saturday, March 6–8, in the
DeWitt Center main theatre. He and a local elementary school student appeared as the players
of an abstract chess game in the ballet piece
“Captured in Passing (En Passant)” choreographed by M. Linda Graham, associate
professor of dance and co–artistic director of
Aerial Dance Theatre.

40s

1940s

Elton Van Pernis ’48 of Grand Rapids, Mich., is a
trustee at the Van Andel Museum in Grand
Rapids. He has volunteered at Kent Tech Center
for 10 years.

50s

1950s

Wynetta Devore ’51 of Syracuse, N.Y., has
received an “Above and Beyond” Award from
the InterReligious Council (IRC) Central New
York. She has served on the Board of Directors of
Covenant Housing Corporation since 1988. The
IRC recognized her as one of eight Central New
York recipients of the award for the time she
donates, as well as her expertise in social work,

both of which help Covenant provide affordable,
safe housing to people with disabilities and
special needs. She is a professor emerita of social
work in the College of Human Services and
Health Professions at Syracuse University.
Adrian Bruininks ’53 of Vero Beach, Fla., has
been retired since 1988. He enjoys golf, bridge
and traveling, and his grandchildren. He has
traveled throughout Europe seven times and
Costa Rica twice, and spends summers at
Drummond Island, Mich.
Bruce van Voorst ’54 of Arlington, Va., spoke
during both the Tuesday, March 4, meeting of the
Hope Academy of Senior Professionals (HASP)
and the Thursday, March 6, dinner of the college’s Model United Nations simulation for high
school students. His HASP talk was “The
Waning of America’s Global Influence,” and his
Model UN address was “The United Nations: To
Be or Not to Be –– A Journalist’s Perspective.” He
is retired after 35 years as a correspondent with
Newsweek and Time magazines. He served as a
bureau chief in Europe, the Middle East and Latin
America, and as diplomatic correspondent for
both magazines in Washington, D.C.
Richard Kelly ’58 of Ballston Spa, N.Y., is a
colonel in the Retired Reserve in the United States
Army Reserve Medical Service Corps.
John Van Dyke Jr. ’58 of Elkhart, Ind., and his
wife adopted a 50–year–old special–needs man
this fall. “It’s definitely a learning experience,” he
writes.

60s

1960s

Howard O. Plaggemars ’60 of Holland, Mich.,
writes, “If I had known that I was going to be this
busy in retirement, I would have retired a lot
earlier!”
Katherine Reynolds ’61 Bitner has relocated to
Durango, Colo., and is active in a local hiking and
biking group; enjoys visiting Mesa Verde,
Canyonlands and other Southwestern natural
sites; and is a member of the Durango Choral
Society, which will be participating in a choral
festival in Urbino, Italy, in July.
Nancy Plewes ’61 Nielsen of Cedar Springs,
Mich., and her husband winter in Alamo, Texas,
in the Rio Grande Valley.
John Teusink ’62 has retired after 40 years of
teaching. The last 33 years were at Aquinas
College as professor of biology and chair of the
Biology Department, and coordinator of the
Natural Science and Math Division at Aquinas
College.
David “Shavano” Wyckoff ’62 of Florissant,
Colo., is president of the Pikes Peak Historical
Society.
Donna Davis ’63 of Cedar Falls, Iowa, recently
completed a chapter for a book on West African
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history, 500 AD–1590 AD, with publication
expected late this year.
Arnold Mokma ’63 of Wooster, Ohio, and his
wife will both retire on June 30. He is assistant
director for academic affairs at Ohio State
University.
Jean Paduch ’63 Peelen of Alexandria, Va.,
retired from her career as a civil rights
lawyer/government manager in 1999. She has
started two new careers: she is an EEO consultant
to Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty in
Washington, D.C, and Prague, and became a
print model and commercial actress.
Don Vuurens ’63 of Twin Lake, Mich., and his
wife are involved in West Michigan De Colores
Renewal and Emmaus Walk Renewal.
Virginia Huizenga ’64 Jurries of Holland, Mich.,
recently had a book published by Faith Alive and
RCA
Publishing,
The
Compassionate
Congregation––A Handbook for People Who Care.
Ralph Robrahn ’64 was installed as the senior
pastor of Second Reformed Church in
Kalamazoo, Mich., in June of 2002.
Ronald A. Mulder ’65 recently received a Boys
and Girls Club of America Service Award for his
volunteer work on behalf of the Boys and Girls
Club of the Mississippi Valley, the local Quad
Cities chapter where he is a board member
serving on the executive committee. Ron and
Sandra Cady Mulder ’65 reside in Moline, Ill. He
is president and owner of BMG Associates, a consulting firm in Davenport, Iowa.
David Stehouwer ’65 of Columbus, Ind., retired
on Oct. 1, 2002, from his position as a senior technical advisor with Cummins Inc. Fuels and
Lubricants Department after 21 years. He spent
the past 30–plus years in various research and
management positions in the lubricants field.
Upon retirement, he formed Stehouwer Technical
Services to consult with the oil industry and
support his hobbies. He and his new wife plan to
divide their time between consulting, golf, travel,
photography and grandchildren.
Clare Van Wieren ’66 of Holland, Mich., has been
appointed to the board of directors of Holland
Community Bank by Chemical Bank Shoreline.
He is founder and president of West Michigan
Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery of Holland.
Nancy Aumann ’68 is director of graduate
studies and continuing education at Lebanon
Valley College in Annville, Pa.
Sidney Disbrow ’68 of Grand Haven, Mich., is
the 2002–03 campaign chairman of Tri–Cities
United Way, and is also the Rotary District 6290
conference chairman for 2004–05.
Fran Gralow ’68 continues to work with Wycliffe
Bible Translators. She has been transferred to
Entebbe, Uganda, as literacy coordinator. She is
responsible for training and consulting with
Sudanese literacy teams working in eight different languages, as well as mentoring and
supervising several new WBT literacy specialists.
Kenneth Latwinski ’68 of Livonia, Mich., teaches
third grade in the Detroit Public Schools, in what
he describes as one of the most difficult areas of
the city.
Hank Lay ’68 became pastor of the Parkway
Community Church (Reformed Church in
America) in Hicksville, Long Island, N.Y., on
March 1. The church has been organized for 52
years, and he is only the second installed pastor.
Philip Rauwerdink ’68 is specialized interim
minister with Second Reformed Church in
Fulton, Ill.

70s

1970s

Andrew Mulder ’70 of Holland, Mich., who is
with Cunningham Dalman PC, has been
re–elected to the Board of Directors of the
Michigan Association of Municipal Attorneys
and the Michigan Municipal Legal Defense Fund.
Some 425 cities in Michigan are members of the
Defense Fund.
Jan Luben ’71 Hoffman of Schenectady, N.Y.,
and her husband co–pastor First Reformed
Church of Scotia.

Caroline Krale ’71 Norris of Santa Fe, N.M., is
owner/manager of Document Imaging Services,
a division of Property Research Services Inc.,
scanning files and documents for storage on
CD–Rom.
Warren Sherman ’71 has been appointed president and chief operating officer of Kamakura
Corporation, which provides risk management
information, processing and software. He joined
the corporation in February of 2002 as managing
director for client services after spending more
than 11 years in financial services information
technology.
Terry Stehle ’72 of Hamilton, Mich., has been
named to the Hall of Fame of the Michigan
High School Football Coaches Association. He
has spent his entire teaching and coaching
career at Hamilton, where he teaches physical
education and first–aid classes and also coaches
the field events for both the boys’ and girls’
track teams.
Mark De Haan ’73 of Mason, Mich., notes that
daughter Jodi graduated from Hope in 2002 and
is now a special education teacher with the West
Ottawa Public Schools in Holland, Mich.
Mark de Roo ’73 of Holland, Mich., has published Having a Job Just Like Recess, a parent’s
manual for guiding a child’s career path.
David Harmelink ’73 of Grand Rapids, Mich.,
was inducted, along with his teammates from the
1968 and 1969 Ottawa Hills state basketball
champions, into the Grand Rapids Sports Hall of
Fame.
Bruce Smith ’73 of Fultonville, N.Y., has been
named North American sales manager for
Fristam Pumps Inc. Fristam manufactures stainless steel pumps for pharmaceutical, food,
beverage and dairy processors.
Nick Lam ’74 of Kalamazoo, Mich., became a
Certified Public Purchasing Officer after meeting
the requirements of the National Institute for
Governmental Purchasing.
Lydia Huttar ’76 Brown was ordained a priest in
the Episcopal Church on June 20, 2002. She is
assistant to the rector at Christ Episcopal Church
in Woodbury, Minn.
Lee Bechtel ’77 is president of Bechtel &
Associates of Silver Spring, Md., a firm that provides Congressional and federal agency
monitoring, consulting and lobbying services to
organizations in the health care field. He has
been elected to serve a second term on the Board
of Directors of the American League of Lobbyists
(ALL), the professional membership association
for lobbyists. He recently spoke to the 2003 Hope
Washington Honors Semester students on what
lobbyists do.
Claudia White ’77 Collins has become a professor in the Social Sciences Department of Johnson
& Wales University in Providence, R.I. She has
been with the university for 10 years, serving in a
counseling position.
Patricia Klungle ’77 Rhoney of Greer, S.C., is a
middle school mathematics teacher in the
Greenville County School District. She and her
husband have two children, Jonathan and
Elizabeth.
Sharon Adcock ’78 of Manhattan Beach, Calif.,
attended the BAFTA Tea Party with the Golden
Globe nominees in Beverly Hills the afternoon
before the Golden Globe Awards. She notes,
“However, there was more champagne than tea
served!”
Brian Bradley ’78 of Ann Arbor, Mich., and his
three sons (Noah, 16; Vincent, 15; and Alex, 12)
are involved in ice hockey. Vincent is representing the United States in international competition
this spring and summer.
Paul Hansen ’78 of Lynden, Wash., is pursuing a
doctorate in worship studies.
Michael Valerio ’78 and family relocated to
Alameda, Calif., in July of 2002. He is chief, Civil
Engineering Division, with the U.S. Coast Guard,
Maintenance & Logistics Command(s), in
Alameda. His son Marcos (18) is in his first year
of college; daughter Mariel (14) is a high school
sophomore; and daughter Kalena Malaea (11) is a
middle schooler.
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Celebrating family ties
A birthday celebration
provided an opportunity to
celebrate a Hope career
and Hope connections as
well.
Dr. Lambert Ponstein ’48 of Holland,
Mich., was a member of the college’s
religion faculty for 24 years, from 1952
until retiring during the 1976–77 school
year. He taught courses including
“Christianity
and
Contemporary
Culture,” “Basic Christian Thought,”
and “Literature of Judaism and
Christianity.” In the spring of 1977, the
graduating class voted him co–recipient
of the Hope Outstanding Professor
Educator (H.O.P.E.) Award.
All six of his descendants––three
daughters and three grandchildren––are
Hope alumni or current or future
students. All three generations are
pictured together above in a photo taken
in conjunction with Dr. Ponstein’s 90th
birthday celebration last March.

s80s

1980s

Susanne Gilmer ’80 Stibolt of Birmingham, Ala.,
recently produced a compact disc titled A Musical
Gift, which included her arrangement of Bach’s
Aria variata in A minor and a piece she composed
titled “Horizon.” She holds an M.M. degree in
piano performance and pedagogy from Southern
Methodist University, and has also written a curriculum guide for the Chicago Conservatory of
Music.
David Van Hoven ’80 of Hudsonville, Mich., and
his wife recently had twin sons (please see
“Births/New Arrivals”), who join siblings Ian
(seven), Alex (seven) and Libby (four).
Clark Goding ’81 has joined the professional staff
at Barraclough and Associates, a public accounting firm in Santa Fe, N.M.
Peter Flinker ’82 of Leeds, Mass., is the senior
landscape architect at Dodson Associates. A
design manual that he developed for residential
development won a national award from the
American Society of Landscape Architects.
Robert Spence ’82 and Trish Daniels ’83 Spence
report that they love living in Boise, Idaho, their
home for the past 13 years. Robert works from
home as a securities broker. Trish has “retired”
from the job market and is a stay–at–home mom to
their three daughters.
Todd Allen ’83 of Oxford, Mich., has been named
associate program director of the OB/GYN residency program at Oakwood Hospital and Medical
Center in Dearborn, Mich. He and his wife
returned from China in May of 2002 upon completing the adoption of their daughter, Olivia Yu
Wen Allen.
Ralph Bohrer ’83 of Scottsdale, Ariz., was recently promoted to senior vice president and general
manager for pediatric and specialty products with
Medicis.
Mary Dykstra ’83 of Grand Rapids, Mich., is
owner of Within Reach Organizing Services, a
company that works with corporate and residential clients in areas of time management, goal
setting, simplifying systems, paper management
and getting physically organized. She also speaks
publicly, has been interviewed on public radio
and teaches a “get back to basics” course and
“organizing for the entrepreneur.”
Jim Eickhoff ’83 of Cincinnati, Ohio, is executive
vice president with General Revenue Corporation
(GRC), which provides student loan collection services for more than 800 clients, primarily for
higher education institutions. GRC is a wholly
owned subsidiary of SLM Corp., commonly
known as Sallie Mae. Jim was previously presi-
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a physician’s assistant with Cherry Street Health
Services.
Deb Broadfield ’89 Tibbitt and family have
moved to Colorado Springs, Colo. She is a
stay–at–home mom to children Will and Maggie.
She also reports, “We’re enjoying all that Colorado
has to offer and are actually loving the weather!”

90s

Three generations of Hopeites, headed by emeritus faculty member Dr. Lambert
Ponstein ’48. From left to right are: seated, Susan Ponstein ’73 Boote, Lambert
Ponstein ’48 and Mary Ponstein ’71 DeLange; standing, Jacqui Boote ’07, John
Boote ’05, Susan DeLange ’03 and Nancy Ponstein ’76 Disabato.

dent and chief executive officer of the Sallie Mae
subsidiary Student Loan Funding (SLF).
John Fanthorpe ’83 of Jenison, Mich., notes that he
enjoyed returning to Hope to perform in Dance 25
in 1999 along with other alumni of the department
of dance.
Todd Holstege ’83 of Grand Rapids, Mich.,
teaches K–5 physical education at Emmons Lake
Elementary School in Caledonia, Mich. He has
retired from coaching, after 19 years, to enjoy his
sons’ athletic exploits. He and his wife have
started Brooklyn Properties LLC; they buy, rent,
rehabilitate and sell properties in Grand Rapids.
Brian Mork ’83 of California City, Calif., interviewed for a NASA astronaut position in February
of 2000, and will apply again this year. He is a
flight test engineer at Edwards Air Force Base.
Deane Wassink ’83 of Holland, Mich., is a published author and poet, writing about God’s
handiwork in the creation. He also does a lot of
teaching and public speaking.
John Grooters ’84 of Holland, Mich., filmed and
produced the half–hour documentary Simple Faith
Journeys: The Road to Rome – Part 1, which won top
honors for Grooters Productions of Holland in the
“Best Program” category during the recent convention of the National Religious Broadcasters
Association in Nashville, Tenn. The documentary
features the reflections of Dr. Arthur Caliandro,
senior minister of New York City’s Marble
Collegiate Church, as he leads a group of 20
Americans on a spiritual pilgrimage through
Siena, Florence, Assisi and Spoleto, Italy. It is the
second year that Grooters Productions has taken
honors from the NRB. Last year, River of Hope, the
RCA in Nicaragua, produced for Reformed Church
World Service, took top honors as the “Best New
Program of the Year.”
James Behrenwald ’85 of Clarksville, Mich., has
been elected to the board of directors of Union
Bank. He is president of AIS Construction
Equipment and co–owner of Behrenwald Farms.
Scott Derwenskus ’85 of Tokyo, Japan, trades
Japanese bond options. He notes that his children,
Dior (seven), Daly (five) and Ellie (three) are
effortlessly bilingual in Japanese and English, and
that he and his wife of 10 years are enjoying life in
Tokyo.
Tom Dammer ’86 of Richland, Mich., is vice
president of sales and business development
with Manatron Inc., which provides
Web–based and client/server application software products and services for county, city and
township governments.
Dirk Weeldreyer ’86 of Jenison, Mich., and his
wife have had a daughter (please see “Births/

New Arrivals”), who joins elder siblings Karsten
(eight) and Hannah (five).
Lindsey Dood ’87 is the executive vice president
and chief financial officer for Metron Integrated
Health Systems in Grand Rapids, Mich. Metron
and its 1,300 employees operate nine nursing
homes, perform home health care and supply
durable medical equipment throughout West
Michigan. Lindsey is also serving as chairman of
the board of the Christian Counseling Center.
Jeffrey Neevel ’87 is pastor of Reformed Church
of the Thousand Isles in Alexandria Bay, N.Y. He
has received a grant from the Lilly Foundation’s
National Clergy Renewal Program to find renewal
as he explores rivers as a source of life. In May he
will begin a multi–week sabbatical, shared with
his wife Susan Thompson ’87 Neevel and their
son, that will include travel to Peru, exploring the
Amazon for two weeks; a four–week, self–guided
tour of the Hudson River Valley; and four weeks
on a houseboat exploring the St. Lawrence River
and Seaway.
Michael Ramos ’87 of Naperville, Ill., is a consultant with Parson Consulting in Chicago, Ill. He
and his wife recently had a daughter (please see
“Births/New Arrivals”), who joins siblings
Alixandra (five), Nicolette (four) and Isabella
(two).
Kristina Wolf ’87 Summers is back in the United
States after two years in Australia. She writes,
“We’ve traded our ’bush’ hats for ’cowboy’ hats in
[Plano,] Texas.”
Michele Perzee ’88 Torres of Elmhurst, Ill., is
Math Department chair at Community High
School in West Chicago, Ill.
Jill Walcott ’88 of Allendale, Mich., has been promoted to senior vice president of Macatawa Bank
branch administration. She has been instrumental
in expanding the bank’s branch network from its
first branch in downtown Zeeland, Mich., to 17
locations in three different counties. She was
named one of the top 40 business leaders under
the age of 40 in West Michigan.
Trent Walker ’88 is pastor/new church developer
at Watershed at Harderwyk Ministries in Holland,
Mich.
Tracy Boockmeier ’89 Brower of Holland, Mich.,
has been elected president of the Board of
Directors of the Center for Women in Transition.
Elizabeth Veldink ’89 DeJonge of Fennville,
Mich., is co–pastoring a new RCA church start,
Crosswinds Community in Saugatuck, Mich., and
reports enjoying life with her husband and their
daughters, Madeline (age six) and Chloe (age
one).
Kathleen Lindhout ’89 of Grand Rapids, Mich., is

1990s

Timothy Beach–Verhey ’90 of Davidson, N.C., is
the director of the Lilly Center for the Theological
Exploration of Vocation at Davidson College.
Elizabeth Murphy ’90 Noll of Zephyrhills, Fla.,
earned National Board Certification for teachers in
November of 2002. She has been teaching students with learning disabilities in Tampa, Fla., for
the past 10 years.
Stephanie Brooks ’90 Norton of Grand Rapids,
Mich., co–chaired “A Grand Night at the Majestic;
the Celebration of a Century,” which raised over
$30,000 for Grand Rapids Civic Theatre and
School of Theatre Arts, where she serves as director of development.
She is currently
choreographing Oklahoma for Grandville High
School, her third season with the school.
Michelle Meengs ’91 Bache of Bristol, Ind., is
chair of the emergency department at Elkhart
(Ind.) Emergency Physicians.
Michael Bingham ’91 of Conroe, Texas, is a
seventh grade teacher at Moorhead Jr. High
School.
David Chapple ’91 of Grand Blanc, Mich., recently released his first gift book, Crazy About Cars:
Reflections from Behind the Wheel, with text by Ken
Owen, president of Racers for Christ. The book,
displaying more than 25 of David’s paintings, is
published by Harvest House Publishers, the
leading Christian book publisher in the United
States, and can be found at major book stores and
major Christian book stores nationwide. He was
in New York City at the end of February, exhibiting for his third year at Artexpo, N.Y. His current
commissions include Subaru of America’s
WRX–STI, and he was recently selected as one of
only 20 artists nationwide to paint the new
Chevrolet SSR. He notes that when not painting
he enjoys his 18–month–old son, Noah; church;
and traveling with his wife.
Nancy Conn ’91 Collins is the media specialist at
Fowlerville (Mich.) High School.
Shelly Kramer ’91 Cornelius of Holmen, Wis., is a
realtor with Gull Relocation Realtors/GMAC Real
Estate of Onalaska, Wis. She and her husband
have a four–year–old daughter, Carly Brook.
Kevin Cranmer ’91 of Farmington Hills, Mich., is
a general internist at Macomb Medical Clinic.
Kelly DeWitt ’91 of Holland, Mich., teaches high
school chemistry, geology and astronomy in the
West Ottawa Public Schools.
Bruce Fletter ’91 of Kentwood, Mich., has joined
the General Surgery division of the Holland,
Mich., office of Michigan Medical PC.
Murphy Hentemann ’91 of Hamden, Conn., is a
research scientist in the pharmaceutical division of
Bayer Corporation.
Jeffrey Hopkins ’91 of Pewaukee, Wis., is an
application development engineer in GE Medical
Systems’ Magnetic Resonance department.
David Kort ’91 of Manassas, Va., is a member of
the chemistry faculty at George Mason University.
Carl Van Faasen ’91 of Holland, Mich., teaches
chemistry and coaches Quiz Bowl at Holland
High School.
Britt Lindfors ’91 Price of Allendale, Mich., is on
the faculty of Grand Rapids Community College,
teaching physical science.
Greta Kennedy ’91 Standish and Brian Standish
’92 and family have moved to Pleasant Prairie,
Wis. Brian has a new job in Waukegan, Ill., as
director of operations for a pharmaceutical
company called Ferro Pfanstiehl.
Mark Walters ’91 of Peyton, Colo., is a
self–employed home designer and builder.
Dawn DeYoung ’92 DeWitt of Rockford, Mich.,
has earned her Board Certification from The
American Board of Obstetrics and Gynecology.
She is a physician with United Memorial Health
System, a nonprofit health care organization that
offers people in the greater Montcalm County area
inpatient, outpatient, emergency and urgent care
services.
Brian Keas ’92 reports a busy and exciting year
that includes completing his doctorate (please see
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“Advanced Degrees”), getting married (please see
“Marriages”) and nearing the end of his third year
at Ohio Northern University, where he enjoys
teaching his students in courses such as
Invertebrate Zoology, Parasitology and Marine
Biology.
Scott Runyon ’93 and his wife (please see
“Marriages”) have opened Healing Hands Co. in
Brighton, Mich. They offer massage therapy,
infrared sauna treatment and a variety of self–care
related retail products.
Matthew Smit ’93 and his wife live in Ashburn,
Va. He is assigned to the Washington Field Office
as a special agent with the U.S. Secret Service.
Leslie Sterling ’94 Baker recently joined Hospice
of Holland. She does marketing, public relations
and sales, and also educates the medical community on Hospice services and procedures. She and
her husband live in Holland, Mich., and she
reports enjoying new motherhood (please see
“Births/New Arrivals”).
Chad Latsch ’94 is in his sixth year of teaching in
the Oakridge Public Schools in Muskegon, Mich.
He moved to the middle school this year after
teaching elementary for five years. Chad has also
been coaching the middle school football team at
Oakridge for the last five years. He and his wife
have two boys: Noah (age two) and Nathan
(please see “Births/New Arrivals”).
Jennifer Noorman ’94 Webb has returned to
Michigan after living on the East Coast, and
reports enjoying being closer to family. She is a
fifth grade teacher and high school swim coach
with the Birmingham (Mich.) Public Schools. She
and her husband have had a son (please see
“Births/New Arrivals”).
Barb Woodruff ’94 moved to Dallas, Texas, in
October after eight years in Chicago, Ill. She is
sales manager with InterCall.
Daniel Brady ’95 of Ann Arbor, Mich., is with the
marketing leadership program of Ford Motor
Company.
Stephen Eckert ’95 is pastor of South Branch
Reformed Church in Hillsborough, N.J.
Tara Harbison ’95 of Grand Rapids, Mich., has
been promoted to vice president with Bank One’s
Private Client Services Group.
Renny Abraham ’96 of Royal Oak, Mich., is an
internal medicine resident in pediatrics at William
Beaumont Hospital.
Dan Acker ’96 of Menomonee Falls, Wis., is
student ministries pastor at Mayflower Church in
Milwaukee, Wis. He and his wife have two
daughters, Margaret (two) and Elizabeth (eight
months).
Eric Almli ’96 of Atlanta, Ga., is a resident in the
Department of Emergency Medicine at Emory
University School of Medicine.
Bryce Bergethon ’96 of Okemos, Mich., is a
manager of research and development at Huron
Technologies Inc. He is pursuing an MBA in integrative management at Michigan State University.
Brian Capps ’96 of Duluth, Minn., is attending
Duluth Graduate Medical Education Council.
Kathryn Verhey ’96 Davis of Royal Oak, Mich., is
chief resident, 2003–04, at the Children’s Hospital
of Michigan in Detroit.
Gary Hartman–Hurt ’96 of Midland, Mich., is the
chief resident in the department of emergency
medicine at Saginaw Cooperative Hospitals Inc.
He received the George Adler Award–Excellence
in Emergency Medicine in 2001 and the Louis E.
Zeile Award in 2002.
William McGovern ’96 of Columbus, Ohio, is a
process engineer at JDS–Uniphase.
Keith Nykamp ’96 of Gainesville, Fla., is pursuing
his doctorate in molecular physics at the
University of Florida.
Adam Phan ’96 of Royal Oak, Mich., is a product
engineer at Faurecia Interior Systems in
Farmington Hills, Mich. He is pursuing an MBA
in international business at Wayne State
University.
Robbyn Prange ’96 of Houston, Texas, is a
research chemist in Dow Chemical’s polyurethane
division.
Eric Smith ’96 of Lansing, Mich., is in residency at
Sparrow Hospital.
Christa Stern ’96 of Rockford, Mich., is a general
dentist with Caring Family Dentistry PC. She has
provided dental services on mission trips to both

Jamaica and Honduras.
Shawn Steiner ’96 Toole of Columbia, S.C., is a
physical therapist at Tuomey Regional Medical
Center.
Kristina Rae VanderMark–Scheiwe ’96 of Grand
Rapids, Mich., is a resident physician in the obstetrics and gynecology program at Grand Rapids
Medical Education and Research Center.
Philip Velderman ’96 of Wayland, Mich., is an
internal medicine resident at Kalamazoo Center
for Medical Studies.
Ryan Wilcox ’96 of Rochester, Minn., is pursuing
his M.D. at the Mayo Clinic.
Angela Taylor ’96 Wolthuis of Wheaton, Ill., is a
member of the support staff at Wycliffe Bible
Translators.
Keith Zoulek ’96 of Grand Rapids, Mich., works
in the quality assurance department at Pfizer in
Holland, Mich.
Acacia Schut ’97 Nikoi of Athens, Ohio, is coordinator of conferences and the Institute for the
African Child in the African Studies and Southeast
Asian Studies Programs at Ohio University.
Timothy Su ’97 moved to Singapore in 2002 after
completing a master’s in clinical psychology at
Wheaton College. He is now working as a family
therapist for Fei Yue Family Service Centre in
Singapore.
Leah Jones ’98 Doriot of Traverse City, Mich., is a
special education teacher in the Elk Rapids
Schools.
Corey Everts ’98 of Green Bay, Wis., is assistant
corporation counsel for Door County, Wis.
Jennifer Jenkins ’98 teaches at Mission Valley
Middle School in Kansas City, Kan.
Zackery Vandenberg ’98 of Grand Rapids, Mich.,
has joined the firm of Berends Hendricks Stuit
Insurance Agency Inc. as a commercial property
and casualty account executive.
Janelle Coffey ’99 of Holland, Mich., is communications coordinator with Big Dutchman Inc.
Ryan Miller ’99 is pursuing his master’s in technology in education at Michigan State University.
He is teaching at Comstock Middle School in
Kalamazoo, Mich.
Gretchen Schoon ’99 Tanis of Holland, Mich., is
associate pastor at Second Reformed Church in
Zeeland, Mich.
Kelly Zweering ’99 Wierenga of Holland, Mich.,
is a registered nurse with Metropolitan Hospital in
Grand Rapids, Mich.

00s

Jessica Loomis ’00 DeBoer of Madison, Wis., is
playing viola with the Beloit–Janesville Symphony
Orchestra and the Oshkosh Symphony Orchestra,
and directing the handbell choir at Westminster
Presbyterian Church in Madison, where she and
husband Todd DeBoer ’00 have been worshipping
for a year–and–a–half. Jessica also works for
Starbucks Coffee Company at a store in Madison.
Stacey VanderMolen ’00 DeWeerdt of Wayland,
Mich., is a perinatal social worker at Spectrum
Health.
Joe Fitzsimmons ’00 and Rhonda Rop ’00
Fitzsimmons have moved temporarily to St.
Louis, Mo. Joe is working for a year in the corporate office at Edward Jones, teaching new broker
classes and getting a more in–depth view of
investments and retirement planning. Rhonda is a
physician recruiter for Spectrum Healthcare,
recruiting doctors and nurses for military bases
primarily in the Maryland and Washington, D.C.,
area.
Kerri Haveman ’00 was ordained at First
Reformed in Zeeland, Mich., in October of 2002
and installed as the associate pastor of the
Reformed Church of the 1000 Isles in Alexandria
Bay, N.Y., in November of 2002.
Christopher Kerrins ’00 and Trena Hedley ’00
Kerrins live in Oak Park, Ill. Chris is a sales representative for Stryker Instruments in the
Interventional Pain Division. Trena is working in
the Special Events Department for the Marshall
Field’s flagship store in downtown Chicago, and
has also started her own medical billing company
(which she operates from home).
Mat Nguyen ’00 of Holland, Mich., is president of
Worksighted Inc., an information technology
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company offering integrated technologies to
small– and medium–sized businesses in Holland
and Grand Rapids.
Joanne Randinitis ’00 of Salt Lake City, Utah, is a
primary zookeeper at Utah’s Hogle Zoo.
Kathryn Shelley ’00 is an art teacher at Abington
(Pa.) Art Center.
Kayrl Anna Stead ’00 of Dearborn, Mich., is a
school social worker with the Wayne–Westland
Community Schools.
Brad Chassee ’01 of Byron Center, Mich., is a
human resources specialist with Ridgeview
Industries.
Elizabeth Flory ’01 of Decatur, Mich., has been
promoted from youth counselor to the management position of team leader at Vista Maria.
Muhammed Hameed ’01 is an actuary with
Watson Wyatt Worldwide in Chicago, Ill.
Jeffrey Howard ’01 in January became a project
specialist in the marketing, advertising and promotions department of the Chicago Transit
Authority.
Abbie Tanis ’01 Klein of Kentwood, Mich., is a
special education teacher at Forest Hills Northern
High School.
David Kuhrt ’01 is a medical research assistant at
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center in Boston,
Mass.
Shivaughn Myers ’01 of Aurora, Colo., is pursuing a nursing doctorate at the University of
Colorado Health Sciences Center.
Kristin Fortney ’02 has accepted a teaching position with the West Ottawa Public Schools in
Holland, Mich.
Megan Zeneberg ’02 Freudigmann of Kentwood,
Mich., teaches second grade at Lee Elementary
School in the Thornapple–Kellogg School District.
Jesse Gilding ’02 has accepted a teaching position
with the Paw Paw (Mich.) Schools.
Nathan Haveman ’02 is a teacher at Rehoboth
(N.M.) Christian School.
Brooke Wever ’02 Manchip has accepted a teaching position at Otsego (Mich.) Middle School.
Beth Ann Provencal ’02 has accepted a teaching
position with the Van Buren Intermediate School
District.

Marriages

Marriages

We welcome your news. In fact, we like printing
it, so please keep it coming. Please note, though,
that we don’t publish engagement announcements––that’s what this “marriages” section is
for! Please write us after your wedding takes
place.
Nancy Plewes ’61 Kehoe and Alger J. Nielsen,
Oct. 13, 2001.
Delores Walt ’63 Kulikamp and Arnold
Medendorp, Feb. 15, 2003.
Michele Perzee ’88 and Luis Torres, June 8,
2002, Oak Brook, Ill.
Christine Deibler ’90 and Doug Dorn, Dec. 28,
2002, Waxhaw, N.C.

Jennifer M. Skurnowicz ’90 and James L.
Heard, Sept. 21, 2002.
Victor Breithaupt ’91 and Megan Nelson,
Aug. 31, 2002, Detroit, Mich.
Brian Keas ’92 and Angela Roberts, Dec. 28,
2002, Lima, Ohio.
Christopher A. Valerio ’92 and Kimberly S.
Smith, July 6, 2002.
Scott Runyon ’93 and Donni Keir, March 29,
2003.
Jodie McGee ’95 and Randy Crum, Dec. 27,
2002.
Jill Harkins ’98 and Eric Goodman ’00, Jan. 4,
2003, St. Louis, Mo.
Lisa Hughes ’98 and Fred Alley III, Oct. 19,
2002, Dexter, Mich.
Leah Jones ’98 and Bryan Doriot, Dec. 28,
2002.
Jamie P. Buckingham ’99 and Jennifer M.
Rasmussen, June 29, 2002, Grand Blanc, Mich.
Matthew R. Klein ’99 and Abbie E. Tanis ’01,
Dec. 7, 2002, Holland, Mich.
Bettye Ann Daniels ’02 and Kevin C. Kittle ’02,
Aug. 31, 2002, Bloomfield Hills, Mich.
Nathan Haveman ’02 and Heather Post ’02,
Dec. 21, 2001, Holland, Mich.
Megan J. Zeneberg ’02 and Alan MP
Freudigmann, Dec. 21, 2002.

New Arrivals

Births/New Arrivals

Patty Pulver ’79, Elijah James, adopted, Nov.
22, 2002; born, Oct. 21, 1998.
David Van Hoven ’80 and Maureen Van
Hoven, Joshua and Eric, Feb. 10, 2003.
Kurt Stork ’83 and Beth Anne Faulstich ’85
Stork, Karl Michael, Dec. 7, 2002.
Mark Van Noord ’83 and Melinda Van
Noord, Benjamin Louis, Sept. 10, 2002.
Chris Pinderski ’86 and Carrie Carda, Hayden
Louis, Dec. 17, 2002.
Lisa Serum ’86 Sikkema and Thomas
Sikkema, Raina Lee, Nov. 2, 2002.
Dirk Weeldreyer ’86 and Sarah Weeldreyer,
Grace Sheren Catharina Weeldreyer, Nov. 27,
2002.
Deborah Heydenburg ’87 Fuller and James T.
Fuller, Brendan Michael, Sept. 23, 2002.
Michael Ramos ’87 and Monica Ramos, Sofia
Michaela, Sept. 14, 2002.
Kimberly Chapple ’88 Mooney and John
Mooney Jr., Kaitlyn Rose, July 28, 2002.
Joan Van Noord ’88 Reinardy and Mark
Reinardy, Emily Angeline, Oct. 26, 2002.
Dave Baer ’89 and Maggie Baer, Charles
William, Oct. 26, 2002.
C. Forrest Hoover ’89 and Mary, Daisy
Johanna, Sept. 22, 2001.
Stacey Jekel ’89 Kuiper and Tom Kuiper ’89,
Anna Louise, Feb. 14, 2002.
Sally Conway ’89 Kyros and Tom Kyros ’89,
Grace Helen Qi, born Nov. 7, 2001, in Hefei,
China; adopted, Dec. 16, 2002.
Rebecca Damson ’89 Selenko and John
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Selenko, Andrew John, Feb. 16, 2003.
Beth Tellier ’89 Tucker and Jonathan Tucker,
Lauren Elizabeth, Jan. 18, 2003.
Dirk Robert Dykstra ’91 and Julie Ann Norman
’94 Dykstra, Daniel Robert, Feb. 12, 2003.
Kara Tellier ’91 LaBella and Vincent LaBella,
Bria Marie, Dec. 20, 2002.
Robert G. Schrotenboer ’91 and Claire
Schrotenboer, Leiden, Nov. 3, 2002.
Julie Wilcox ’91 Strople and Peter Strople,
Cooper Towne, Dec. 21, 2002.
Judith Bayer ’92 Alley and Troy Alley, Kaitlyn
Mary, Jan. 2, 2003.
Heather Lange ’92 DeJoy and Brian DeJoy,
Caroline Lange DeJoy, Jan. 13, 2002.
Vicki Freeman ’93 MacMurdo and Timothy
MacMurdo, Tegan Elise, June 19, 2002.
Tonja Anderson ’93 Veenendaal and Bradley
Veenendaal, Jared Bradley, Feb. 21, 2003.
Leslie Sterling ’94 Baker and Ryan Baker,
Emma Erin, Aug. 27, 2002.
Timothy Ewald ’94 and Adrienne West ’96
Ewald, Paige Michelle, Nov. 27, 2002.
Chad Latsch ’94 and Amy Latsch, Nathan
Richard, Nov. 20, 2002.
Lara Hilbelink ’94 Page and Keith Page, Jake
Alan, Nov. 18, 2002.
Julie Phillipps ’94 and Michael Hurley,
Cameron Phillip, Dec. 30, 2002.
Jennifer Noorman ’94 Webb and Scott Webb,
Jack Harrison, Jan. 19, 2003.
Heather VanDeHoef ’95 Edwards and Rodney
Edwards, Lily Grace and Hayden Thomas, Jan. 13,
2003.
Kristin Carlson ’95 Woiteshek and Eric
Woiteshek, Molly Suzanne, Dec. 27, 2002.
Meg Abfall ’96 Frens and Rick Frens ’98,
Richard Samuel, March 9, 2003.
Monika Zwart ’96 Krimendahl and David
Krimendahl II, Elijah Wyatt Krimendahl, Feb. 13,
2003.
Vicki Rottier ’96 Sparks and Andrew Sparks,
Thomas Andrew Glen, Dec. 10, 2002.
Steve Oursler ’97 and Shelley Oursler,
Gabrielle Kathleen, Dec. 27, 2002.
Sarah Kay ’99 Byham and Jonathan Byham,
Anna Leota, Jan. 31, 2003.
Kimberly Vlietstra ’99 Miller and Ryan Miller
’99, Aidan Rylee, July 8, 2002.
Chris VanderSlice ’99 and Tonya (Rouse)
VanderSlice ’02, Elizabethe Joy, Nov. 4, 2002.
Stacey VanderMolen ’00 DeWeerdt and Mark
DeWeerdt, Jenna Lane, Jan. 21, 2003.
Carrie Kitchen ’00 VanDuinen and Brad
VanDuinen, Johnathon Michael, Dec. 31, 2002.

Advanced Degrees

Advanced Degrees

Clark Goding ’81, master of accountancy, New
Mexico State University, Las Cruces, N.M.,
December, 2002.
Amy Youatt ’83 Arnold, doctorate, audiology,
ASHS Division of Kirksville College of Medicine,
completed, December, 2002; conferred, March 15,
2003.
Stephanie Strand ’88, M.A., special education,
Western Michigan University, December, 2002.
Brenda Swanson ’89 Brown, master in the art of
teaching, Marygrove College, August, 2002.
Timothy Beach–Verhey ’90, doctorate, theological ethics, Emory University, spring, 2002.
Nancy Conn ’91 Collins, master’s, educational
technology library/media, Grand Valley State
University, December, 2002.
Brian Keas ’92, doctorate, zoology and ecology,
evolutionary biology and behavior, Michigan State
University, August, 2002.
Vicki Freeman ’93 MacMurdo, doctorate, inorganic chemistry, University of Minnesota,
December, 2002.
Dan Acker ’96, master of divinity, Ashland
Theological Seminary, Ashland, Ohio, December,
2002.
Robert J. Andretz ’97, J.D., cum laude, Thomas
M. Cooley Law School Jan. 18, 2003.
Timothy Su ’97, master of arts, clinical psychology, Wheaton College Graduate School, May,
2002.
Michael McMahon ’98, master of arts, counseling psychology, Western Michigan University,
December, 2002.
Shannon Powell ’99, master of pastoral
studies, emphasis on women’s ministry,
Multnomah Biblical Seminary, May, 2002.
Jessica Loomis ’00 DeBoer, master’s, music
theory, University of Wisconsin–Madison.
Eric Goodman ’00, JD, University of Michigan
Law School, December, 2002.
Kerri Haveman ’00, master of divinity,
Western Theological Seminary, Holland, Mich.,
May, 2002.
Kayrl Anna Stead ’00, master’s, social work,
University of Michigan, August, 2002.

Deaths

Deaths

Dale Altena ’60 of Grand Rapids, Mich., died
on Thursday, Jan. 30, 2003. He was 69.

He was preceded in death by his wife, Mary
Lou.
Survivors include his children, Daniel and
Candy Altena of Conroe, Texas, and Deborah
and Mitch Merrill of Grant, Mich.; and four
grandchildren.
Myrtie Yereb ’70 Bachman of La Grange, Ill.,
died on Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2002, following a
battle with breast cancer. She was 54.
She was an education services aide in special
education at Hinsdale Central High School. She
previously taught in School District 102 in La
Grange Park.
Survivors include a daughter, Beth.
Danny Chi Ding Bao ’66 of Carmel, Ind., died
on Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2003, of injuries received in
an automobile accident. He was 57.
He was a neurologist in private practice with
Kokomo Neurological Group since 1980, and was
a member of several medical societies. He was on
staff at Howard Community Hospital and St.
Joseph Health and Hospital, both in Kokomo.
Survivors include his wife, Cleo; daughter,
Annie Bao; and brother, Benny Bao.
Elmer Boer ’33 of Zeeland, Mich., died on
Tuesday, Feb. 18, 2003. He was 91.
He was a professional engineer for 45 years.
He had served on the Zeeland Board of Education.
He was preceded in death by a daughter and
son–in–law, Ruth and John Pierce.
Survivors include his wife of 55 years, Ruth;
children, Barbara and Ken Vander Heide of
Grandville, Mich., and Lois and Jim Taylor of East
Jordan, Mich.; four grandchildren; one
great–grandson; a sister, Rachael Boer of Zeeland;
a sister–in–law, Mrs. Louis (Margaret) Mannes of
Zeeland; and nieces and nephews.
Richard Mark Borst ’70 of Jenison, Mich., died
on Friday, Jan. 17, 2003. He was 54.
He attended Gordon–Conwell Theological
Seminary, and graduated from Western
Theological Seminary in 1974. He served several
congregations in West Michigan.
Survivors include his wife, Deborah Fosheim
’71 Borst of Jenison; a son, Josh Borst; a daughter,
Kristen Borst ’02 of Jenison; parents, Herb and
Marilyn Borst of Jenison; brothers, Dan and Sherry
Borst of Grand Rapids, Mich., David and Jan Borst
of Jenison, and Doug ’82 and Annette Borst of
Allendale, Mich.; mother–in–law, Faith Fosheim
of Newaygo, Mich.; in–laws, Greg and Mary Beth
Westbrook of Grand Haven, Mich.; and nieces,
nephews, aunts, uncles and cousins.
Dorothy Matilda Burt ’24 of Washington,
D.C., died on Friday, Jan. 24, 2003. She was 97.
She had worked for the Reformed Church in
America for 33 years. She retired from the New
York office in 1970, and subsequently lived in
Charleston, S.C., before moving to the
Washington area in the mid–1980s.
Survivors include a sister, Margaret “Peggy”
Burt Burtner.
Jeane VerBurg ’48 Buter of Holland, Mich.,
died on Wednesday, March 5, 2003. She was 76.
She had been employed at Holland Furnace
Co. before raising her family.
Survivors include her husband, Harvey J.
Buter ’48; children, H. James ’71 and Stephanie
Buter of Holland, and Jane Buter ’80 Clark and
Kevin Clark of Holland; three grandchildren,
Chris, Aaron and Matt Clark; a sister, Dorothy
VerBurg of Kalamazoo, Mich.; two sisters–in–law,
Rose Buter of Grand Rapids, Mich., and Jane
VerMeulen ’51 Buter of Grand Rapids; and
numerous nieces, nephews and cousins.
Edward W. Clonan ’50 of Hanover Township,
Pa., died on Friday, Feb. 14, 2003. He was 85.
He served in the U.S. Army before returning to
Hope.
He was retired from the DuPont Corporation,
New Jersey, where he was an employee relations
manager.
He was preceded in death by his wife, Alice
Bosch Clonan, in 1997.
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Survivors include a daughter and son–in–law,
Kathy and Dave Bozek of Plymouth, Pa.; a son,
Peter Clonan, of Houston, Texas; a sister, Mae
Clonan ’41 Slingerland of Pella, Iowa; a
brother–in–law, Dr. Donald T. and Eloise Boynton
’41 Bosch of the Sultanate of Oman; and a
sister–in–law, Katherine and the Rev. Lee
Crandall of Whiting, N.J.
John D. Colby ’37 of North Carolina died on
Wednesday, Feb. 12, 2003. He was 88.
He worked in his earlier years as a teacher and
guidance counselor, and then for the Federal government as an education specialist in a program
which awarded grants to colleges and universities. He had moved to North Carolina from
Virginia in July to be near his daughter.
He was preceded in death by his wife, Ruth
Malefyt ’37 Colby, who died on Saturday, Jan. 19,
2002.
Survivors include his daughter, Carolyn Pace
of Weddington, N.C.; two sons, Eric Colby of
Chantilly, Va., and Craig Colby of Portland, Ore.;
and grandchildren and great–grandchildren.
Barbara Ruggieri ’64 Corcoran of Colorado
died on Thursday, Feb. 20, 2003. She was 60.
She attended Hope for two years before transferring to Cornell University–New York Hospital
School of Nursing. She served as a pediatric nurse
for several years and then as a public health nurse
for the City and County of Denver. She worked in
several other nursing fields and then went into
home health care, where she loved gerontology.
Survivors include her husband of 34 years,
Paul Corcoran; her daughter and son–in–law,
Kristi and Jess Rector of Loveland, Colo.; her
parents, Pietro and Anna Ruggieri of Denver,
Colo.; and her brother, Peter Ruggieri of Windsor,
N.Y.
Peter J. De Bell ’26 of Passaic, N.J., died on
Wednesday, Jan. 8, 2003. He was 96.
A physician, he completed his internship and
residency at St. Luke’s Hospital, Beckman Street
Hospital, and the New York Skin and Cancer
Hospitals. In 1935, he established his practice in
Passaic at the Passaic General Hospital, and he
continued his interest in tumor surgery and plastic
surgery at the Post Graduate Hospital in New
York City. He started a tumor clinic at the Passaic
General Hospital, and enjoyed working with children referred by the Crippled Children’s
Commission in addition to having a busy surgical
practice.
Survivors include his wife, the former
Margaret Kusant; three sons, Dr. Peter De Bell of
Hartford, Conn., Dr. Paul De Bell of New York
City and Dr. David De Bell of Montclair, N.J.; a
brother, William De Bell of Passaic; a sister,
Gertrude Van Duyn of Sanford, N.C.; and two
grandchildren.
Donald DeFouw ’43 of Grand Rapids, Mich.,
died on Wednesday, Feb. 26, 2003. He was 83.
He was a life–long Grand Rapids resident. He
was a member of the National Honor Society–Blue
Key, Trinity Lutheran Church, Who’s Who in
America and Saladin Temple Shrine.
He was preceded in death by his son–in–law,
H.J. Winkle, and a daughter–in–law, Linda
DeFouw.
Survivors include his wife of 59 years, Lois
Jentsch DeFouw; son, David O. and Lisa DeFouw
of New Jersey; daughter, Mary D. Winkle of
Allegan, Mich.; grandson, Jonathan W. and Kristin
DeFouw of New Jersey; granddaughter, Katherine
Margaret Winkle of Allegan; and two
great–grandchildren, Jack W. and Kate L.
DeFouw.
Earl H. Faber ’38 of Greenville, Mich., died on
Friday, Feb. 21, 2003, at his winter home in Lacey,
Wash., after a short illness following cancer
surgery.
He was a veteran of World War II, serving as a
dentist and medic for the U.S. Marine Corps.
He established his dental practice in
Greenville, retiring in 1980.
He was preceded in death by his first wife,
Kirky.
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Survivors include his wife, Marjorie; children,
Dr. Kirkwood and Celeste Faber of Greenville,
Drs. Robert and Dana Faber of Texas, Dr. Terry
and Cassandra Faber of Rockford, Mich., and
William Faber of Greenville; in–laws, June and
Fred McMeeken, and Betty Oonk–Wojan; grandchildren; step–children; and step–grandchildren.
Melvin B. Folkert ’46 died on Saturday, Feb.
15, 2003, in San Diego, Calif. He was 77.
He was a veteran of the U.S. Navy, serving in
World War II.
He had taught at the University of Michigan
for several years, and was retired from General
Dynamics Corporation in San Diego.
Survivors include his wife, Annette; three children; three great–grandchildren; a sister, Mrs.
Alvin (Beatrice) Vander Ploeg of Holland, Mich.;
and several brothers and sisters–in–law, and
nieces and nephews.
Elizabeth H. Geiger ’55 of Boonton, N.J., died
on Wednesday, April 3, 2002. She was 67.
She had worked as a physical therapist and
was the supervisor of Physical Medicine at
Mountainside Hospital in Montclair, N.J., for 30
years, before retiring in 1989. She was an active
member of the New Jersey Association of Physical
Therapists throughout that time. She was caring
for her 101–year–old mother at the time of her
death.
She was preceded in death by her father and
brother, William G. Geiger ’48.
Survivors include her mother, Elizabeth
Geiger; and a niece and three nephews.
Barbara Yager ’65 Hepburn of Lancaster, Pa.,
died on Tuesday, Feb. 4, 2003, after battling
stomach cancer for 15 months and pneumonia for
one month. She was 59.
She was the founder and director of a Children
at Risk Program affiliated with the Council on
Drug and Alcohol Abuse. She was a past director
and teacher at St. Peter’s Nursery School, a past
Girl Scout leader and a volunteer with the
Lancaster Association of the Blind. Among other
community activities, she was also a member and
past president of the Manheim Township
Community Life Task Force.
She was preceded in death by her father, Frank
W. Yager; and by a brother, Tedd W. Yager.
Survivors include her husband of 39 years,
Bruce A. Hepburn ’64; her mother and step–father,
Janet Case Yager Pontz and Richard Pontz of
Lancaster; two daughters, Dr. Susan L. Hepburn
of Denver, Colo., and Laura B., married to Steven

C. Fellenbaum of Lancaster; a son, James B. of
Manayunk; and a grandson.
Adelaide Wandscheer ’43 Hoekstra of Story
City, Iowa, died on Friday, Jan. 31, 2003. She was
81.
She and her husband, the Rev. John Henry
Hoekstra, served the Bethel Reformed Church in
Lester, the Aurora Reformed Church in Aurora
Center, S.D., the Nooksack Valley (Wash.)
Reformed Church, the First Reformed Church in
Alexander, the Stout Reformed Church and the
Faith Reformed Church in Wisconsin Rapids, Wis.
She was a homemaker and an organ and piano
teacher. She shared her musical talents with the
churches she and her husband served, especially
working with choirs.
She was preceded in death by her husband on
April 19, 2002.
Survivors include three sons, James and Bea
Hoekstra of Ames, Paul and Lorie Hoekstra of
Waukesha, Wis., and David Hoekstra of Sioux
Center, Iowa; and five grandchildren, Steve
Hoekstra, Tim Hoekstra, Wendy and David
Vogelgesang, Alex Hoekstra, and Ann Hoekstra.
J. Antoinette Hondelink ’31 of Dansville, N.Y.,
died on Saturday, Oct. 5, 2002. She was 92.
After a short period of teaching in Portville,
N.Y., she was hired by Brighton High School in
Rochester, N.Y., as a language and mathematics
teacher. When she retired from the high school 22
years later, she was head of the mathematics
department.
She was preceded in death by her parents, the
Rev. Gerrit (1900) and Grace Hoekje (1903)
Hondelink, and by her sister, Margaret Hondelink
’28.
Survivors include a cousin, Jane Hondelink.
Hannah Jipping ’67 of Holland, Mich., died on
Thursday, Jan. 23, 2003. She was 84.
She was retired from First of America Bank.
Survivors include her sister and brothers,
Lucille Ver Hoef of Grand Rapids, Mich., James
and Linda Jipping of Holland, and Robert and
Ann Jipping of Schererville, Ind.; sister–in–law,
Kathryn Jipping of Holland; and nieces and
nephews.
Russell Kleis ’28 of Holland, Mich., died on
Monday, Feb. 3, 2003. He was 96.
With his father and brothers, he owned and
operated Holland Rendering Works.
He was preceded in death by his wife, Alice, in
1997 and a grandson in 1998.

Survivors include his children, Ann Marie
Hoeksema of San Antonio, and the Rev. David
John Kleis of Grand Haven, Mich.; two grandchildren; siblings, Albert and Mythelle Kleis of
Holland, Dorothy Mae Tasker of Holland, and
Guy and Susan Kleis of Sykesville, Md.; in–laws,
Gertrude Kleis of Holland, Alvin Hoving of
Holland, Anna Mae Tasker of Holland and
Hermon P. Harms of Newville, Pa.; and several
nieces, nephews and cousins.
Barnerd M. Luben ’26 of Ridgewood, N.J.,
died on Wednesday, March 5, 2003. He was 98.
He became a missionary in Japan after graduating from Western Theological Seminary, and
taught at Meiji Gakuin University. After returning
from Japan just before the Pacific War, he served
for a decade as director of interpretation and promotion for the Board of World Missions for the
Reformed Church in America. He was also a secretary of the board, with responsibilities for India,
the Middle East and Sudan.
He was later director of RAVEMCO, the unit in
the National Council of Churches responsible for
ecumenical Christian broadcasting and audio
visuals around the world. He also served various
New Jersey churches as stated–supply and associate pastor.
He received an honorary degree from Hope in
1952.
He was preceded in death by his wife, Elaine,
who he had met in Japan and married in 1932.
Survivors include a son, Robert, of
Narrowsburg, N.Y.; a daughter, Elaine, of
Ridgewood; three grandchildren; and four
great–grandchildren.
Marinus (Moss) Luttikhuizen ’63 of
Hudsonville, Mich., died on Friday, Feb. 7, 2003.
He was 61.
He taught physics at Hudsonville High School
for 37 years, until retiring in 2000. He was currently teaching physics at Grand Valley State
University.
He was preceded in death by his father, Martin
Luttikhuizen.
Survivors include his wife, Marian (Scholten)
Luttikhuizen; his children, Henry and Shari
Luttikhuizen, and Melissa and Chris Behnam; his
three grandchildren, Arie and Elly Luttikhuizen,
and Cam Behnam; his mother, Dena Luttikhuizen;
his five sisters, Frances and David Estrada, Mary
and William Plumert, Becky and Gary Rubingh,
Esther and Brad Claypool, and Sharon and Matt
Warne; his parents–in–law, Henry and Margaret
Scholten; his sisters–in–law and brothers–in–law,
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Ardith and Al Rubingh, Karen and Robert Kraal,
and Shirley and John Pyper; and several nieces,
nephews and cousins.
David L. Reeves ’66 of Hudsonville, Mich.,
died on Wednesday, Feb. 19, 2003, following a
lengthy illness. He was 59.
He was a veteran of the U.S. Air Force, serving
in the Vietnam War.
He taught for Jenison Public Schools for 29
years, and traveled to Europe during the summers
with his students.
Survivors include his wife, Kathy; children,
Tim and Jessica Reeves of Holland, Emily Reeves
of Holland and Andrew Reeves at home; his
brother, Vernon and Beth Reeves of South

December ’02
graduation honors
SUMMA CUM LAUDE
Jonathan W. Atwell, Muscatine, Iowa
Sarah M. Bublitz, Chesaning, Mich.
Adam T. Eisenga, Hudsonville, Mich.
Leigha E. McCallum, Evart, Mich.
Sarah R. Proulx, Ionia, Mich.
Matthew J. Teusink, Fremont, Mich.
Stacy L. Wabeke, Jenison, Mich.

MAGNA CUM LAUDE
Spencer J. Bacon, Ludington, Mich.
Andrew P. Brosseit, Lawton, Mich.
Carrie L. Cochran, Kalamazoo, Mich.
Holly B. Douglass, North Oaks, Minn.
Tara K. (Oosting) Foreman, Grand Rapids,
Mich.
Kristin L. Fortney, Zeeland, Mich.
Tracy E. Hekman, Holland, Mich.
Jason R. Helsen, Ravenna, Mich.
Bettye Ann (Daniels) Kittle, Bloomfield
Hills, Mich.
Brooke L. (Wever) Manchip, Fremont,
Mich.
J. Scott McClelland, Indianapolis, Ind.
Amanda L. Petersen, Wheeling, Ill.
Laura S. Poppema, Holland, Mich.
Beth Ann Provencal, Grand Haven, Mich.
Melissa L. Roop, Traverse City, Mich.
Joshua M. Ruch, Kentwood, Mich.
Elisabeth L. Sawchuk, Battle Creek, Mich.
Robert P. Schaafsma, Cadillac, Mich.
Daniel C. Schroyer, Marysville, Mich.
Teresa L. Sheffield
Elizabeth A. Smith, Marshall, Mich.
Sarah M. Talbott, Mount Vernon, Ohio

CUM LAUDE
Sarah E. Ashley, Muskegon, Mich.
Candace R. (Kool) Bonnema, Grand
Rapids, Mich.
Sharon Marie (Konopka) Bradford, West
Lafayette, Ind.
Leiah K. DeVito, Williamston, Mich.
Colleen E. Evans, Pasadena, Calif.
Katie L. Faulkner, Jenison, Mich.
Meghan E. Goerge, Lansing, Mich.
Paul L. Jackson, Cedar Rapids, Iowa
Martin E. Kane, Champaign, Ill.
Cara J. Klapp, South Haven, Mich.
Lana E. Krolikowski, Rochester Hills, Mich.
LeAnne J. Lamphere, Portage, Mich.
Margaret L. Marlatt, Battle Creek, Mich.
Kristi M. McEowen, Toledo, Ohio
Janelle L. McFarlane, AuGres, Mich.
Laura A. Meengs, Muskegon, Mich.
Betsi S. Mulder, Caledonia, Mich.
Elizabeth L. Seramur, Milford, Mich.
Alicia A. Streit, Argyle, N.Y.
Melissa L. (Kruzel) VanDerMeulen,
Hamilton, Mich.
Joshua R. Warren, Alto, Mich.
Ryan J. Wells, Malta, Ill.
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Hampton, N.J.; and his parents–in–law, George
and June Prins of Holland.
Harold Seekamp ’34 of Fort Myers, Fla., died
on Tuesday, Jan. 14, 2003. He was 91.
He taught in McBain, Mich., for a year, and
then taught at the high school level in Louisville,
Ky., for several years. He was subsequently a
principal at two different elementary schools for
several years. He retird in 1975.
Survivors include Helen, his wife of 61 years; a
niece, Jane Kimbell of Greensboro, Ga.; and a
nephew, Craig Seekamp of Portland, Mich.
John Norman Timmer ’38 of Holland, Mich.,
died on Wednesday, Feb. 19, 2003. He was 86.
He was a veteran of World War II, serving in
the U.S. Army Air Corps. After several years as a
teacher and then school superintendent in

alumni

Muskegon, Mich., he was recalled to active duty
with the U.S. Air Force during the Korean conflict.
He retired from the U.S. Air Force in 1968
as a colonel in the United States Air
Directorate at the Pentagon. He was awarded
the Air Force Commendation Medal and the
Joint Services Commendation Medal at special
retirement services.
From 1970 until retiring in 1976, he was on the
staff at Hope. He became director of alumni and
community relations in 1970, director of annual
funds in 1971 and a development officer in 1973.
He provided leadership in initiating the Annual
Fund (now Hope Fund) Class Representative
system, and also helped develop a central and
comprehensive development records system.
He and his wife, Barbara Dee Folensbee ’43
Timmer,
who
survives
him,
received
Distinguished Alumni Awards from Hope in

parents

1980. Their daughter Barbara Timmer ’69 of
Washington, D.C., will receive a Distinguished
Alumni Award from the college this year, on
Saturday, May 3.
He is also honored through the Norman
Timmer Scholarship Fund at Hope.
He was preceded in death by a son, Paul
Timmer ’76, on Wednesday, Aug. 30, 1995, and by
his other son’s wife, Gloria VandeHoef ’73
Timmer, on Wednesday, Oct. 11, 2000. He was
also preceded in death by his brother–in–law, the
Rev. Gordon Van Oostenburg ’46, on Sunday,
Sept. 22, 1991.
In addition to his wife and daughter, survivors
include a son, John B. Timmer, of Washington,
D.C.; a daughter–in–law, Susan Timmer of
Sacramento, Calif.; five grandchildren, Tracy
Marie Timmer (Rumans) and her husband Winter,
Jennifer Dee Timmer, John Barlow Timmer and

friends...supporting students

The Eriks family has been an enthusiastic
supporter of the Hope Fund for many
years because Hope College has made a
difference in all of our lives.
Ken (’69) thought he was going to be a
lawyer. Instead his strong liberal arts
education formed the foundation for a
seminary education and nearly 30 years
serving as a pastor.
Adam (’01) and Anna (’04) chose Hope
College because of the quality education,
the strong Christian witness of the
chapel program and the opportunities
for growth and development it would
afford them. The personal concern of
faculty members, opportunities for
independent study and research, and the
availability of internships enriched their
education.
We are grateful for the friendships they
formed through mission trips, Bible
studies, athletics and other activities —
relationships that will last a lifetime.
One of the best gifts for our family is that Adam met Rachel Haveman (’99) while at Hope.
A few years later they began to date and ultimately they were married.

For all these reasons and more we gladly make our annual
contribution to the Hope Fund so generations of students to
follow will have the benefits of the Hope College education our
family has received. It is one of the best investments we make.
Ken (’69), Barb, Adam (’01) Rachel Haveman (’99) and Anna (’04) Eriks

Alumni donors to the Hope Fund will receive a complimentary 2002 Alumni Directory.
Hope Fund contributions may be made online at www.hope.edu/hopefund.
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Caroline Ann Timmer; his sister, Mildred Timmer
’43 Van Oostenburg of Grand Rapids, Mich.; his
brother and sister–in–law, Harris B. Timmer ’50
and Hazel G. Timmer of Grand Rapids; and
nephews and nieces.
Robert J. Van Zyl ’48 of Coopersville, Mich.,
died on Tuesday, Jan. 14, 2003. He was 79.
He was the founding pastor at Faith Reformed
Church in Portage, Mich. He had also served
Rehobeth Reformed Church in Lucas, Mich.,
Newhall Reformed Church in Wyoming, Mich.,
and Conklin (Mich.) Reformed Church, and was
currently calling pastor at Coopersville (Mich.)
Reformed Church. He was also involved with the
Words of Hope radio ministry.
Survivors include his wife of 55 years, Celeste;
his children, Ruth Reiniche, Robert J. and Katie
Van Zyl, Rebecca and Doug Postlewait, and David
Van Zyl; his grandchildren, Josh (Heather)
Reiniche, Sarah Reiniche, Amy Beth (Jorge)
Chavarro, Katie Anne Van Zyl, Miranda Rachael,
Kyle Alexandra, Caleb Zachary, Maxamillian Paul
and Samuel Ian Postlewait; one great grandchild,
Evi Willow Reiniche; sisters, Marion VanderHart
and Emily Hibma; brothers, Harold Van Zyl and
Ray (Marilyn) Van Zyl; and several nieces and
nephews.
Arthur A. Wicks ’42 of New Smyrna Beach,
Fla., died on Thursday, Aug. 29, 2002. He was 81.
He was a veteran of World War II. He served
as a first lieutenant and a member of the 8th Air
Force with the 467th Bomber Group.
Survivors include his wife, Jean M. Wicks of
New Smyrna Beach; a son, David Wicks; a daughter–in–law, Claudette Wicks; a daughter, Susan
Bush; three grandchildren, Monique, Nicole and
Jonathan; four stepchildren; seven step–grandchildren; and five step–great–grandchildren.

Sympathy To
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The family of Caroline Dykema of Zeeland,
Mich., who died on Friday, Feb. 21, 2003, at age 78.
She was preceded in death by a son, Larry, in
1978.
Survivors include her husband of 54 years,
Nelson Dykema ’50 of Zeeland; children, Mary
Dykema ’73 of Zeeland, John and Marjorie
Dykema of Portage, Mich., and William ’79 and
Debra Dykema of Newburgh, Ind.; nine grandchildren; and four great–grandchildren.
The family of Eleanor G. Koterski of
Plainsboro, N.J., who died on Monday, Dec. 31,
2001.
Survivors include her daughter Carol Koterski
Dugan ’70 and son–in–law Terry Steven Dugan of
Plainsboro; and grandchildren, Craig, Elizabeth
and Steve Dugan.
The family of Mary Wagenaar of Holland,
Mich., who died on Friday, Feb. 28, 2003, at age 78.
Survivors include her husband, Cornelius;
children, Al and Sue Wagenaar of Milwaukee,
Wis., Frank ’79 and Kim Johnson ’81 Wagenaar of
Gurnee, Ill., and Larry ’87 and Deb Wagenaar of
Ada, Mich.; and eight grandchildren.
The family of Nell Elizabeth Wichers of
Holland, Mich., who died on Tuesday, Feb. 11,
2003, at age 96.
She had been an active member of the Hope
community since the 1930s. She was a staff nurse
at the college’s clinic from 1959 to 1969. She and
her husband Willard Wichers ’31, who died in
1991, had lived at Central Avenue and 11th Street
(Graves Place) for more than 40 years, and frequently entertained Hope students. Willard was
an active member of the college’s Board of
Trustees from 1949 until 1984 and had been an
Honorary Trustee until he died.
The Nell Wichers Nursing Scholarship Fund at
Hope is named in her honor. Hope presented her
with a Distinguished Service Award on Friday,
May 30, 1997.
Survivors include two daughters, Elizabeth
Wichers ’61 Du Mez of Arlington, Va., and Janet
and the Rev David Waanders ’62 of Piscataway,
N.J.; four grandchildren Alexander and Deborah
Muyskens Du Mez, Timothy ’88 and Deborah
Doeden ’88 Du Mez of Holland, Emily Waanders
Sena and Adam Sena, and Christine Waanders
and Ivan Haskell; and four great–grandchildren,
Rachel and Lucas Du Mez, and Henry and Grace
DuMez.
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Campus Spotlight

Activities offer opportunity
At Hope, the challenge isn’t
finding something to do, but
choosing.
As primary as academics are in the college experience,
they are not the entire college experience. For even the
most dedicated student, class time, lab time and study
time fill only part of the day. Remove some more hours
for eating, perhaps part–time employment and maybe a
little sleep, and what remains still offers a vast opportunity for living and learning just waiting to be realized.
The college offers literally dozens of organizations,
clubs and teams––built around nearly every interest imaginable––with which students can enjoy their time, develop
friendships, and even serve others.
“I think probably the richest part of a college experience, or certainly a very rich part of a college experience,
is the out–of–class experiences that you have with other
students and hopefully with faculty as well,” said Dr. Tim
Pennings, associate professor of mathematics, who has
been active as an advisor for multiple student groups,
including currently the Outdoor Adventures Club and the
dance–enthusiast Swing Club. “Those are the things that
you look back on after you graduate––those are some of
the highlights that dot your academic years.”
The variety at Hope serves students well.
“One of the great things about Hope is that there are so
many opportunities to get involved,” said Diana Breclaw,
director of student activities. “Whether your passion is
being a deejay on the radio––even if that’s not your major,
but something you like to do for a hobby; or writing for
the newspaper; or planning programs. Or even just to go
to events and be entertained. There’s just such a wealth of
opportunities here.”
“And if we don’t have a group that students are interested in, they can start one,” she said.

“ I know that I like it here, and
to let campus organizations,
opportunities, go by that
could enrich my experience
would be a shame.”
— Jung Koral
Activities range from the Anchor, the weekly student
newspaper, to the Yoga Club. Academic departments
sponsor special interest groups of their own. Hope has 12
local fraternities and sororities, and campus chapters are
forming of two national Greek organizations. Students
can compete in 18 intercollegiate sports, nine for men and
nine for women. Nearly half the student body participates in the intramurals program, which features men’s,
women’s and coed competition in a mix of 30 sports
including bowling, basketball and inner tube water polo.
The plethora of organizations includes the Social
Activities Committee (SAC), which in turn presents a
wide variety of all–campus events throughout the school
year. “We typically have at least three activities going on
every week,” said senior Mary Chambers of Holland,
Mich., SAC’s co–director for the second year.
Regular features include a Wednesday evening “coffeehouse” with entertainment at the Kletz and a
Friday–Sunday film (generally something not yet available on VHS or DVD). SAC also typically sponsors a
dance, comedian or other event or entertainer each week,
including the popular Winter Fantasia formal (no date
required), or trips to amusement parks and so on. And
then there are special events like Homecoming, and
Siblings Weekend, and the All–College Sing and the
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Organized student activities outside
the classroom offer much––a chance
to socialize and have a good time,
opportunities to develop leadership
skills, even ways to serve others.
Sometimes they combine all three,
as is the case with the annual Dance
Marathon in which some 600 students
participated this year to raise funds
for DeVos Children’s Hospital.

year–end “Spring Fling”...
SAC has won regional and national acclaim multiple
times through the years for its work. In November, the
organization won the “Excellence in Programming
Award” from the Mid America Region of the National
Association for Campus Activities (NACA).
Hundreds of students attend SAC events, but one
result of the organization’s breadth is that SAC itself presents a significant opportunity for involvement. The
group, which conducts its planning through sub–committees, takes an everyone–welcome approach.
“We accept every single person that applies,”
Chambers said. “We want to have their opinion, we want
to have their voice, we want to have their new ideas.”
The open–door attitude is common, and can especially
serve new students well as they adjust to their new college
home. Andy Imdieke, for example, came to Hope from
Marquette, Mich., not knowing anyone.
“I think it’s important right away to meet people
through different activities––to find common interests,
and you can build from there and start building friendships, relationships,” he said. “And by doing that you
definitely find more of a sense of belonging.”
Now a senior, Imdieke participates in activities
ranging from Student Congress (he is currently vice president), to the Chapel program as part of the worship team;
to the George F. Baker Scholars program in the department of economics, management and accounting; to
intramurals, to the Dew Crew sports boosters.
It happens that the open–door approach is also often
accompanied by the philosophy that no experience is necessary.
That’s one reason that Jung Koral, a junior from Ann
Arbor, Mich., felt comfortable joining the Men’s Lacrosse
Club even though he had never even seen, much less
played in, a game.
“They really set up a great atmosphere from day one to
today,” he said. “Last year I started out as a first–year
player, fooling around with the stick and the lacrosse ball.
Now I’m moving up and becoming a better player. It’s
been a really good experience.”
The lessons can take many forms. Koral, for example,

is a German and international relations major. He is
active in the German Club, and is also learning through
campus employment that includes serving as a peer
advisor to both international students at Hope and
domestic students interested in studying abroad.
Senior Emilie Preseau of Traverse City, Mich., is a
member of the Dorian sorority and president of the
Panhellenic Council, which oversees all of Hope’s sororities. She has appreciated the friendships that have
stemmed from joining Kappa Beta Phi, but has also valued
what she has learned as part of a student–run group.
“You definitely learn a lot of leadership skills through
that process, because we are self–managed and self–governed,” she said.
She has also prized the service aspect of her Greek
involvement. All of the fraternities and sororities, for
example, are centrally involved in the Dance Marathon
fund–raiser planned and run by students on behalf of
DeVos Children’s Hospital. The Greeks have also participated in community activities like “Walk for Warmth”
and “Project Pride,” and helped Habitat for Humanity.
The variety of activities at the college means that
there’s likely something for everyone. And even choosing
doesn’t really need to be an issue for someone who either
is, or is willing to become, good at time management.
Koral, for example, recently joined Hope’s new chapter
of the Phi Sigma Kappa national fraternity and was one of
the 600–some students working with Dance Marathon this
year. He is involved in Young Republicans, the Dew Crew
and intramural tennis. He has also participated in activities
coordinated by Hope’s Asian Perspective Association
(HAPA), and served on Student Congress. He joined the
Video Services film crew because it sounded interesting,
and he notes that he is intrigued by SAC––although he’s
not yet sure he can add that commitment.
He is sure, though, that he wants to make the most of
his Hope experience, and that includes co–curricular
involvement.
“I have four years to be at Hope College, and I value
Hope College a lot,” he said. “I know that I like it here,
and to let campus organizations, opportunities, go by that
could enrich my experience would be a shame.”
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